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CHAPTER I. 

HE present possessor of that 
mansion, sir, once thought himself 
tbe happiest man alive. 

" Blessed ix> the.society of an affec- 
tionate wife, to whom the endearing 
ties of love, and not of inttfrest, had 
united him, he considered himself as 
arrived at the highest State of human 
felicity. 

vol. n. b €€ The 
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succession, and were devoted entirely 
to the study of making each other 
happy. 

" Their qnion was auspicious in 
every point of view ; their parents be- 
held their attachment wkh delight; 
-and all who knew the parties were 
happy' to see sense, prudence, and 
beauty, united to honour, wit, and 
manly charms !" 

" Thrice happy they, the happiest of their kind, 
4t WhöiB gentler stars unite, and ia ane fate 
'"Their hearts, their fort unes, and their bei ngs 
«blend!" ' 

Thomson. 

* .Yoü yri(& escuse me> sir, for apos- 
tuopbiztDg; but näy fevourite authoi 
seems to'crown tbe <ie&criptkm so. ex,- 
quUitely, that I codbd aot refrain from 
introducing hon/ 3 

Orlando 
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Orlando bowed, and the doctor pro- 
ceeded. 

4 

** Palemon and Lavinia, the names 
*>f this happy pair, cnjoyed a series of 
such Miss, as they fondly imagined 
would never be interrupted. To add 
to their joy, at the expiration of a 
twelvemonth, Lavinia presented her 
husband with a soft and heir, an event 
which- was t}ie occasion of universal 
Joy at the mansion. 

41 Splendid enterfatinments were 
igiven. The poor for miles around 
were iavited to partake of the höspita- 
üty ; every thing was mirth and gaiety. 

" Pafleinon doated on his eherub, 
and Lavinia indulged in sweetest ex- 
pectations of his inheriting the ci> 
Hearing perfections of his fathen 



1 



". In the course of anothe* twelve- 

b 2 month 
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month, Lavinia increased the uni- 
versal joy in the birth of a daughter, 
who was caressed wit^i equal fond- 
ness by ^the vdoating parents, whose 
happiness now woukKadnut of no 

* * » 

increase. 

" Aias ! . it was happiness too exquisite to last !'' 

" But not to anticipate events, the 
young Pamelon grew up in every re- 
spect, the counter-part of his father ; 
and* the beautiful Lavinia paxtook of 
all her mother's graces. 

- *" At the ageof eighteen he was sent 
to travel, and returned with all the 
fascinating attractions of the accom- 
plishec) gentlemaji and scholar. 

# 

" Döring 'hb travels he had ,:met 
with a youth of fortune, whose Dispo- 
sition was so congenial with his own, 

that 
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that soon produced a reciprocal esteein 
between them. 

a 

" Rinaldo tpok every pains to amuse 
Palemon, and expressed himself highly 
pleased in the discovery of so agreeable 
a friencL 

" As he had no particular destination 
allotted him, he accöihpänied Palemon' 
through the w&ole of his travfcta. Their 
friendship increased daily, and the lat- 
ter, when he arrived in England, in- 
sisted. oa the Company of his friend a 
few Weeks at his father's mansion.Ä 



*i 



" The parents of Palemon were wait- 
ing with anxious expectation the arriv- 
al of their son, and at lerigth received 
hhn with the fondest demonsttations 
of joy. 

" The young Lavinia ran, with a 
countenance füll of inexpressible glad- 

b s ness, 
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ness, to embrace her brother, who re- 
turned it with that cordial affection he 
he had ever entertained for his sister. 

" Palemon introduced his frierid, 
who had every mark of esteera and re- 
spect shewn him by his parents. 

" The moment Rinakjo Gast his eyes 
on his friend's sister» hö was strack 
with admiration at her charms. 

" Lavinia> indeed, was tob iüterest- 
iög a figure to look ae with iadiför- 
ence ; and die former, who ttas quickly 
susceptible of female beauty, thought 
he had never beheld sq Yascinating a 
person, 

u Hc blessed the happy incident 
that had paved the way for so fortui 
nate an interview. 

u The^pareuts of Palemon wcrctnex- 

pressibly 
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pressibiy happy m behokling the har- 
mony of the young party, and the 
mutual satisfaction wbich subsisted 
between them in all their undertakings. 

" At timesy the two friends would 
amuse themselves with the chace. 

" And often Lavinia would join 
them in a fishing pärty, where, onthe 
beautiful stream that ran in varioue 
meandens throu£h the grouhds, they 
beguiled the passing hours. 

" Gefterally, on evenings, they 
formed a little concert, in which Lavi- 
nia lent her part, and sometimes would 
charm them with a solo on the piano- 
forte; and, not unfrequently, they 
added grace to ä neighbouriftg bftlL 

" So gaily passed the hourt, when, 
one evening, as the eider Palemon and 
Lavinia were returning frpm a, walk to 

* 4 the 
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the extent of their gardens, they over- 
heard Rinaldo in conversation with 
their daughter, and, from some ex- 
pres&ions which feil from the latter, 
they had too great reason to believe 
she had lost her hearjt, and that their 
son's friend was the object pf her a£- 
fection. 

" They saw in Rinaldo every agree- 
able qualification to make their daugh- 
ter happy ; but, how. great was their 
chagrin, when, upon a closer atten- 
tion to the dialogue, they clearly un- 
derstood» tibat she possessed not an 
equal return of his aftection. 

" It was, indeed, a discovery that 
threatened a fatal blo w* to the exquisite 
happipsss they häd enjoyed^ and they 
returned home oppressed with the most 
disconsolate and heart-rending ideas. 

" In proces? of time, there was 

a visi- 
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a visible and melancholy alteration in 
poor Lavinia. 

" Instead of that blooming com- 
plexion which she formeHy possessed, 
her cheeksbecame pale and wan ; her 
strength failed her ; she. grew pensiye 
and solitary, and rejected, with dis- 
gust, all the amusements sfre usod so 
foadly to delight in. 

« * 

" Her paTents* saw, wtth inexpressi- 
ble anguish, this change, the cause of 
which. Lavinia frankly acknowledged 
arose from the uqguarded impulses of 
a too credulous hea*{. 

" The young Palemon, soon as hq 
found that his sister ^as become the 
victijn. of, l*is friend's, duplicity, broke, 

out into curses and vowed the bitterest 

• .• * • * 

revenge. , . t 

:.'- " The unhappy father and mother 

b 5 were 



1 BELLOROT* CASTLE J OB, 

were now under the most dreadful di- 
lemma, in a two-fold respect* 

" In one instance, they cöuld See 
nö hopes of Lavinia s recovery ; and . 
in tihe other, they dreaded the cause* 
quence of their son's resentment 

" Stuiig with angufeh, they intreated 
him to curb his impetuösity, ahd wöt ; 
rashly run into a danger, that might 
render. their calamity double. 

" The distracted mother, even on 
her knees, imploted Bim to pity their 
sufferings, and not increase their af-' 
fliction by an additional disaster. 

T 

» • • i • 

" Palemöii etnbraced hef with th£ 
utmöst tfeiiderness aüd assured her; he 
shöuld evtr have a watchful eye both* 
to the happiness as well as to the ho- 
.nour of the family. 



" This 



■'* This equivooal answer by fto 
means pacified the agitated parent. 
She continued to intreat him to revoke 
all ideäs of revenge, 

" Palemon knew not how to act in 
such a case of perplexity. 

" He Ioved his parents with the most 
impassioned tenderness; at the'same 
timfr, his fondiiess for his sister made 
him af dently desire to act in Opposi- 
tion to their will. 

(C Th]iis situated, he said every 
thipg to calm their apprehensions, and 
at length obtained his point so far, a» 
to gain their confidence and restore to 
them their usual composure of mind. 

X 

m 

" He then left them > and paid an* 
anxious visit to his unfortunate sister,. 
whom he found in tfte very attitude of 
melancholy, and with an ahr and ap* 

b 6 pearance 



1 2 BEU.GROVE CASTUS ; OR, 

p^arance so impaired, as convmced 
him she was hastening rapidly to the 

<" He started as he entered, and 
stood momeatary in the attitude of 
grief and consternation at the sight ; 
but, recovering himself. he advanced 
to hpr (the tear trembling in his eye) 
and exclaimedr— " For the love of 
God, 'teil me, my unhappy sister, if I 
cai*, in any way, alleviate your suffer- 
ings? Recollect, my dear Lavinia, 
thät the life of your tender parents, 
as well as my own, are involved in 
your fate." 



/ 



, •" Ah ! my afFectionate brother," 
repües the feeble Lavinia, " (Jo not 
blame me for what is noj; in my power 
now to avoid. * - 

" There was a time when I had suf- 
ficient «trength and fortitude for such 

an 
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an exertion ; but the opportunity is 
fled, never more to return ; and I bow 
with resignation to my untimely 
fate !" 

" Lavinia ! do not," cries Palemon, 
" become the willing victim of afflic- 
tion ! Perhaps, even now, hard a& 
may be the struggle, a few endeavours 
might help you towards recovery." 

" Never ! never more, in this world, 
will yoür sister appear as she once was 
used. The disease lies here," (placing 
her band to her breast) "lies deeply 
here!" 

» 

" Alas !" exclaims Palemon, " mxi&t 
a passion for one, who so little merits 
your regard, destroy the peace of a 
whole family ? 

" Once more I request you, in the 
most pathetic mann er, to strive against 
it.* * " Spare 



14 BELLGROTfc CASTLE f OR, 

" Spare nie, my brothe* ! — Spare 
me from a subjcct like this. If I have 
incautiously bestowed my affection», 
let my fault be buried in my grave !" 

" I mean not tö chide yoti," cries 
Palemon (bursting into tfears), " I 
comc to console you» 

" Forget, my dear Lavinia ! forget 
there evef was one who could so basely 
rob you of them." 

" Do not betoo se*er6, Palemon; 
frailty is in our naturfc; and, thöugh 
I feel an aching heart at an unre- 
quited attachment, still-— still I wish 
all happiness to the author öf my 
woe." 

" Is it possible such a mönster ex- 
ists, who could slight such worth and 

excellence !" L 

> » 

" Slight 
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" Slightme* he o^ght; siight nie, 
hei&usrt^ 9 ' exckim* Laviftia, atid (shed- 
ding a flood of tears)" continued*— - 
" Oh that Rinaldo had ever looked 
upon me with indifference !" 

" This is too much, ye avenging" 
Gods !" cries Pakmon; and the deep 
sympathy he feit for his sister's af- 
fliction, for a while obstructed utter- 
ance. 

" Atlength recovering his ftpeech, 
— " If Rinaldo be the villain — thus 
to sport with , angclic feelings— by 
Heavens! * * *. * #w 

il Be calm, Palemon, Rinaldo can 
do noughit now but Tesign me to my 

feteL . 

■'* There is an insuperable 6ar to our 
affection." 

.'.^iMi'/I ' - « Explain, 



1$ BELLGROVE CA8TLB; OR, 

" Explain, explain %he cause; it is 
a mystery which haf röws , np my 
soul." 



>* 



" Oh, Palemon!" cries LaviniaV 
" never would your unhappy sister 
have directed one look towärds Rinal- 
do, had she but known * * * * 



< . > « 



" Laviniä would have fled to the 
remotest part of the earth, had she 
been acquainted . . * ■ * * *'" 

" For Heaveirs sake/'iexclaims Pa- 
lfcmon, " explain the reason !" s f 

" Summonsup, then, all your for- 
titude, all your prudence • and resigna- » 
tion/' replies Lavinia, " when I telL 
you Rinaldo is married, and your sis- 
ter is made tlje mpst wretched of all 
human beings r '•■ •>!;/• "; 

" Perdition 



> 
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" Perdition seize the villaro," cries 
Palemon, with a start ; strikmg h» 
forehead with his hand;--- " May all 
thepowers * * * *. *" 

" Palemon forbear," says Laviniä, 
in themost plaintive manner, — " for- 
bear these tumults ! Rage can be of • 
no senrice to me now \ 

" Pity my enfeebfed State. Think 
of the short time I have to be with 
you; and let me die with the hopes 
that you will not avenge my sufferings. 
Live to be the staff and prop of two 
amiable parents ! w v 

" Palemon, Struck with the aliarm- 
ing condition of hia sister^ who sunk • 
into a fit on uttering these expressions, 
flew to her assistance, and, seeing her 
slowly recovering, begged she would 
forgive the excesses he had been guilty " 
of ; that he was now more composed, 

and 
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. and would pay her another y»*t in- a 
sbort time*. 



" Palemon retired ; but witia a heart 
füll of rage and indignation. His sis- 
ter's wretchedness and approaching 
end, goaded him to desperat ion. In a 
moment he foxgot every promise, fevery 
resolut ion he had made ; and, rushing t 
out of the house, without uttering a 
syllable, threw himself into a chaise, 
and went in pursuit of Rinaldo» . 

. . » 

. " I should have mentioned^ cries 
the doctor, " that * coolness had 
subsisted between Palemon and Et 
naldo for some tkne. The latter be- 
gan to be coüscious of the baseness of 
his condüct, and tpök every meaus to 
shufi the Company of bis friend. AU 
length he framed an exeuse for absent- 
ing himself . altogether, intimating, 
that his friends at Derby had insisted 

QU a visit from him. 

" Palemon, 



\ 
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u Palemon, therefore, knrvr irhere 
to find bis insidious friend« 



" Rinaldo, at first sight, endea* 
vottfed to avoid hifti ; büt die FoHiKär 
exdäiming in a public coffe€**öötti— 
" Sir, I have büsinee* with you, trhfch 
no gentleman can honoutably de- 
cline." The latter dreading an open 
e*pö#u£ä, thought pMptt* io äfccom- 
pajty Pateftion. 






11 Rinaldo anticfpated the nature of 
the visit, and intreated his friend to 
be calm in whatever business he had 
to commtitticate. • .* ' 

» * • 

-" Palemon darted a look of indig- 
nation at him, and exclajmed — " I 
am come, ^jtf, fot the dreadftil pur- 
pose üf avenging a sistert Wföngs ! 

" What diabolical agency could 
have prompted you to a kitid of con- 

duct 
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duct unworthy of a man, and subver- 
sive of all the laws of hospitality, jus- 
tice, or humanity ? But I spend my 
breath lipon a villain, who, long ago, 
ougbt to have been expelled society, 
Follow me, this instant, and atone for 
a crtfne barbarous and inhuman to the 
higbest degree/' 

" Rinaldo bore alt this npitfra kind 
of Submission which his ad versary ; 
considered as an instance of that pu- 
sillanimity, which ever accompanies 
conscious guilt. 

i . 

" He cast his eyes down ward,, ap r 
peared dejected, and a sigh escaped 
him. 

• / 
t • • 

v * » • 

• t % v 

" Palemon .seeing him hesitate foiu 
a reply, thought it an artifice to waut 
off an explanation. 



. i 







" Grown furipus at - Rinaldo's per- 

ifidy, 
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fidy, Palemon took him by tfae collar 
and exclaimed— " By Heavehs, if you 
do not immediately confess, I will 
drag you through the place and pub- 
licly expose your baseness and vil- 
lainy !*' 

• 

" The pride of Rinaldo now took 
fire. 

" All the language which he had 
heard, however mortifying, he sus- 
tained with patience; his heart, in- 
deed, smpte him for the injury he had 
done Palemon's famüy. He was not 
altogether destitute of honour or hü- 
manity ; a sense of sharae and remorse 
had, in reality, made him wretched 
ever since. 

■ 
* 

" Bat, roused by this degrading 
act of vi^lence, he sprung fr om his 
adversary's grasp, and exclaimed — 

" Enough, 
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" Eaougli, sir ! I will gratify your 
*nciw?tiou any way.— . 

» , r * * * 

••■*' They iröw walked in «alten; Indig- 
nation to the top of the town, where 
Palemon took from the chaise -he had 
left there, the usual instruments of 
ikath. 



• j 



" The exasperated friends now 
crossed bver a field, arad came into a 
close quite retired Äom public view. 

" Palemon, hear me," cq«s Rinal- 
;do, just as the former waa offering him 
the • choice «f his weapons ; bis füll 
heart witting to make all the compen- 
satkm in bis power. 

f * No parleying now," cries the 
fotuner, :" iall that you can say will 
. neror cxpiate your' guük 

u Take your choice," (presenting 

him 
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liim apistol and a sword) " and dotft 
provoke me to act the part of an a*- 
sassin." 

" Rinaldo satt remonstrated ; but 
Palemon «was incxorable, and, putting 
the point of his sword to Rinaldo's 
breast, exclaimed — " Villainl stand 
tm your defeace, or you instantly 
die !" 

" Rinaldo put back Palemon's 
,sword, hoping still to prevail; but 
Palemon, considering this as accept- 
ing the cballenge, exclaimed— " Now, 
mbcreaat! take the reward of tby 
perfidy." 

^ Rinaldo, seerog him aiming a 
thnaat, snatehed up the sword he had 
tferown aside, and in a momeitf beat 
off the longe matte at- htm. 

" Palemon, in&irtated to an excess, 

repeater 



* * 
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aepeated the attack, and Rinaido, find- 
•all remonstrances vain, stood on his 
defence. 

" The contest'soon became serious, 
several thrusts were received on botli 
sides ; at last Palemdn, grown despe- 
rate -even to madness, ihade a furious 
pass at his adversary, which entered his 
side, at the same moment receiving the 
point of Rinaldo's sword through his 
heart. 

« They both feil at this instant Pa- 
leition expired without a groan; aad 
vRinaldo lay bleeding, and at the point 
of death. 

" It Thappened that Palemon's appli- 
cablen to the chiaise was hoticed hy the 
driver, who, «uspecting what w$s about 
to take place, alarmed the neighbour- 
hood ; and, having collected a few as- 
'ants, hurried to the spot They ar- 
d just in time to see the comba- 

tants 
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taats fall ; but too late to prevent the 
mischief! 



" Rinaldo, in his expiring moments, 
^xclaimed — " I havc murdered my 
frien^l— destroyed the peace of, a 
pnce happy family! — and; by my 
baseness, have been accessary to my 
own end ! — I die in despair !" 

t 

* 

" They carxied the 4ead bodies of 
the combatants into the tosf o. Rinal- 
do was so0n conveyed to his friends ; 
and the coq>se of Palemon was shortly 
after carried to his afflicted parents, 
whose agonies cannot be described, 
on - beholdiqg their only hope torn 
from them.by a violent and untimefy 

" The anguish they endured at 
^xi> accumulated disaster, madq them 
frantic. r 

» «• * • » ♦ - ■ 

vol; u. c <( The 
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" The lpVely tavinia had expired 
but an hour before ! 



" The interview with her 'brother 
was too much for her exhausted fraifie 
to sustain ; she at length sunk into the 
arms of her distracted friends, and 
spoke no more ! 

" Scarce had the unfortunate fa- 
ther retired from the ölay-cold em- - 
braceof «hisdaughter, when the pale 
and Woody corpse of their son r on 
whom they doated, was prefeentcd to 
their view. 

* " Theamhappy mother swooned at 
the sight— and her affiicted partper 
ranged the room in all the hojrors of 
distraction. 

" The numeröus friends of this once k 
happy couple assembled round them 
to soothe their afflictions ; but all at- 

tempts 
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tempts of this nature seetned to operato 
as provocatives to their melancboly. 

u Say, who can minister to a mind diseased— 
44 Plack from the raemory a rooted sorrow — 
" Raze out the written troubles of the braia-%— 
" And, with some sweet oblivious antidote, 
" Cleanse the stuff'd bosom of that perilous stuff, 
" Wbich weighs upon the heart-f" 

Shakespeare. 

4€ The urthappy iriother had received 
such a shock to her reason, that she 
raved day and night on the fate of her 
unfortunate children : nature at last 
-was overcome, and she expired, call- 
ing' on .the names of Palemon aml La- 
vinia-— The wretched father has ever 

> since been disconsolate. 

j 

" He lives In »a sfate öf sullen and 
solitary grief— -and no kihd efforts of 
his friends can induce him to mihgte 
<with society. He never stirs out of 
»the house but on a visit to the graves 

c 9, of 
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of hk departed röfe änd chüdren; änd, 
bedptrintg the turf with bis tears, de- 
votes the rest of his time to melan- 
choly retirenMmt.* 

The doctor now iinished his story* 
and, looking upon his companion, ob- 
served the tear of sympathystartfröm 
his eye« The doctor considered this 
as an unquestionable evidence of- the 
goodness of his heart — but, unwilling 
to throw too great a glopui on the Con- 
vention, exclaimed — ' 

. rt Come, sir, though I admire the 
instance you have shewn of xommi* 
seraiion foi* the unft>rtunate, we wiH 
not ponder on such melancholy scenes^ 
which, however (you will excuse my 
freedom), afford aga exceüenfc lesson 
to persona of • your time of life-^to 
ourb the impetuosity pf youth, and tö 
make a young man very choice of his 
Company." 

Orlando 
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Orlando thanked the' doctor for this 
admonitory address — which he had no 
doubt he should feel the advantage 
of — in his future progress in* lifo 

The conversation now toqk a lively 
turn — and the doctor entertained his 

3 

fjQüonpanion with a variety of anec- 
dates, which made the time pass very 

agreeaJMy. 

* 
The two friends travelled ppst afl 

the way, each being anxious to arrive 

at bis respectiye hal?itation. 

It wft* a pleaaant day to both, , and 
the conversation that had poased not 
a little. )hcjghtened ttetr esteesn fer 
cäjßh othch - .; 

♦ » • i » • 

* .... «i ' 

* » 

Orlando, as he drew near to Bell* 
grove Castle, requested the doctor to 
alight, and refresh himself ; but the 
latter politely declined, saying — " He 
. \* : > es must 



> . * .y 
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must make all haste to the vicarage— 
at which place he shouM be happy to 
Äee hiä friend, as ' soon as he chose to 
pay the visit." - * * ' 

. Orlando feit ä dulness seize him 
when on the point of Separation frora 
his friend, \to whöm he had given 

* 9 ' * 

every instance of respect, and also the 
strongest assurances of the happiness 
which a future correspondence would 
confer upon him. 



* ./ 



i * 

Our hero observing tlie doctör's im-* 
patience to reach the vicarage, would 
not occasion hihi delay, by takirig the 
chaise out of the direct road — but, 
after an aflfectionate leave of him» 
alighted— and, while the doctor di- 
rected his way to his home, Orlando 
wallced across the lawn to tjid cagtld. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IL 



O 



RLANDO was received with the 
greatest joy by the family on his rc-^ 
turn home. His cousin Osmond, who 
was lifcewiee come back, ushered him 
into the house witbgreat cordiality, 
and appeared with an uncomraon de« 
gree of eheerfulne^s in his counte- 
nance, while the baron and baroness 
welcomed him with heart-felt pleasure 
and satisfaction. 

7 " My dear boy," cries the former, 
" I am inexpressibly happy to see you ; 
I haVe had many unpleasant ideas upon 
tfty mind ever since your departure- • 

c 4 "I would 
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" I would request of you the partim 
culars of your journey, but you want 
rest, and to-morrow will do as well for 
thepurpose." 

Orlando thanked the baron for his 
goodness, and immediately flew to his 
mother, whom he caressed with the 
strongest Symptoms of filial duty and 
affection. 



, 1 



n . ;#e afteryaifcts apent . the evenijig 
in mutual congratulations with Im 
friesfcds,: to whon\ Ms, axrival and the 
recovery of his fatjter,, öecasiooed ^ 
mose tljan Qrdijiary satisfaqtion« 

f 

» • - * • . 

. The next ^norning the baronmeet-* 
ing Orlando, exclaimed— " My deat 
boy, I have news to inform you : Lord 
Horrord^lfe> 'pgFjustwg: in Ws «sent- 
raent ^gaiQ^t . iinQj ha$, I find by tjiis 
le$ter, bfcjueathed the. H<wrron}ate . äs* 

täte, to Qh»qi«& fathe* (t* wbötoiy«* 

. 4 T • ^ know 



know he was related, and with .whom 
he lived an terms af great intimaoy)—f 
a circiHiiEtance.which aow empowers 
youc I couJsin to take , possession , o£ .the 
propertyi . • ... 

* " Yöu will not, however, foeltany 
ohagrin about the affitiiy/ as ' tte . poor 
youth wai totally unprovidcrirfer, ; . and 
cm your own part r you are 'cönrcibus 
thece can wabt no addition to the con- 
siderationsit i^vüLfee m my power, to 
bestow upon you." 



i i i 



The generalis youth feit great sätis» 
faction at the occurrefice, whkih; he 
said, he longed to congratulate Os- 
mptid upof*, ; whpm he, wJshejilliHght 
4a»g CQÄtift*e %$, enjoy it _ ; .; 






>f Well said/ 1 cries thebäroD, " J 
like your nobleness of soul : But now 
tfcil ntf a liftle $b<?ut your '.'»dygntures 
since you/departed fro#i^." ... , : 

c 5 Our 
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i 

I » I 

I Our hero then entered mto a minute 

de&cription of his sufferings at Hor- 
rordale Castle, at which his father 
started every-now-then, exclaiming^— 

I " Horrible ! truly horrible !" ;. . , 

Wfaen he had finished the account, 
the baron, with a look of astopish* 
ment, asserted — " He couid not have 
believed such atrocioüs and inhuman 
instances could have existed under the 
roof . of any civilized individual. 

" Surely," continued he, " a herd 
of banditti must have taken .possession 
of the castie- n 

" That is assuredly the case," re- 
plies the former, " every meiden t con- 
■■• firms one in the opinion, that it is the 
resort of a crew of lawless plunderers." 

lt -Gracious Heaven !" exclaims the 

baron* " we must make Osmond ac- 
1 . quainted 
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quainted with this affair, to prevent 
his meeting with a similar surprise." 

" It is difficult to say," cries Or- 
lando, " what kind of footing the 
ruffian8 may possess in the Castle ; at 
all events, I think their own policy 
will induce them, the first moment, to 
escape ; not but that I would recom 
mend to my cousin Osmond , to use 
every possible cautioaand security." 

• « # 

While they were in discourse, the 
person of whom they were talking 
made his appeatance. 

Orlando flew to congratulatehis cou- 
sin ; the baron at the same time accost» 
ing him (with an air of alarm)' " S©> 
Osmond, there is additional news to 
what I inforraed you yesterday. Hor- 
rordale Castle entertains a fine group 
of guests, I find ; no less than a band 
of murderers." 

c'6 The 
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The countenance öf Osniond 
changed at this remark. He look&d 
confused, and stammered out, " Mur- 
der, sir !— Where ? where ?" * 4 . 

'? Upon my word," cries bis uncle, 
" what I have heard seems very alarm- 
ing. 

"I Wöuld advise you, by all means, 
to c^rry a strong party when you go 
to take possession." 

r 

He then recapitulated to him the 
account he had received frorn Orlando, 
evincing at the same time no small 
concem for his personal safety; to 
secure \vhich, he advised immediate 
and the most strenuous efforts, saying, 
" He himself would, in as little time as 
possible, procure.the necessary means, 
and accompany his nephew on the oc- 



casion." 



After 



After wbich he concluded with ex- 
pfressing the greatest indignation at 
tbe atrocities mentioned, and evinced 
nmch impatience to bring tbe authorp 
of them to justice. 

During the baron's discourse, Os- 
mond exhibited ipany changes of 
countenance; sometimes he looked 
emban assed ; at others seemed to be 
greatly exasperated. 

When the baron had finished, he 
appeared to pay the most obsequious 
attention to bis advice ; bat, recollect- 
ing hifliself suddenly, intimated, that ' 
he thought the collecting the assist- 
ants necesfcary at Bellgrove, and coji- 
veying thenKto Horrordale, would be 
attended with almost insunnountable 
. difficuities, and hiated to his uncle, 
that the most effectual means to sur- 
prise the villains might be obtained at 
no great distance from that place; 

and, 
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and, as it was his intention to visit 
Horrordale in a short time, he would 
take care to furnish himself with suf- 
ficient security in his approach to the 
Castle, 

Osmond used considerableelöquence 
on the subject ; and the baron, seeing 
the case very plausible, after a few 
cautionary replies, at length acqui- 
esced. 

They now entered intö a discourse 
respecting the management and ai*- 
rangement of Osmond's affairs, not 
that he was disposed to solicit advice; 
on the other hand, he was very re- 
served on the business ; but the good- 
ness of the bardn's heartinade him as- 
siduoüs in concerting a variety of 
plans, which he thought would con- 
tribute to the welfare of his nephew ; 
but, after all the pains taken, nothing 
eould be obtained from Osmond but 

the. 



the appMntonfcnt öf ä day for his de- 
parture. : 

Ou* heTö had not been at home 
more than a day or two, when he grew 
impattent, from somethmg more than 
motivefc of mere friendship, to pay a 
visit to the doctor. 

The idea of love and friendship 
made up a pleasing sentiment in his 
mind. 

The smiles of Monimia, and the 
agreeable infktence of the doctor's 
esteem, produced a heaven in his 
thoughts, which he wished ever to 
feel the influence of. 

He had mentioned to the baron his 
adventure with the doctor, at which 
his father exhibited great marks of sä- 

tisfaction. 

> 

" Ihave 
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" I haye h#ard'^ßk^*W$\<g#n* 
tleman, ,> cries the baron, u Üwugh:i 
have never yet had an opportunity of 
cultivating afrieadshpp wii^ liira, n 

. ' ; #' Howeyer,. » yomr vifiit, I laope, will 
Jbe tbe meana of . bringiag such ah a£- 
fair about ; and I bog y*>a to üseetteiy 
solicitation in your power to introduce 
him among #$*" ... r . T 

Orlando requested his cousin Osr 
mond to accompany him in his visit to 
the doctor, which b$ing ag^?d ^pon, 
the two youth$,set<^ : ^enexj: : mornr 
ing, promi^pg tl^mselvGSBWichamus^- 
ment in the cpnrse of the^day. f 






They mounted their coursers rather 

e^i'U^i; than thcir usual time x>f riding. 

. • , .. - * » 

. ,, The 4ay .was fine, and afforded, 

through the various windings #ftd 

turnings of the road, many delight- 

*ul proapects. The 
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Ulfe pride and spirit of the animals 
they rojie coukt hardly be keptin 
check. 

* 

Tte pornf> and fire they shewed m 
suTvfcymg- the distant grounds, and 
snuffing uj> the freshening breex*, 
shewed they were intent upon speed- 
ift&oye* i&ll and date in all the p?ide 

pf the;cha?e, . : 

. .j • ., 

The gaicty of Öieciders, too, mfe 
inspired to a more than usual pitch— - 
and . to ' increase still further their hi- 
larity, a p*ck , of ho^ids iii füll cry 
caiqe in vkw. . f r 

« . * 

Ossritmdiibnmedmteiy igave ithe rein 
to hi$ liotaev /wboiiiigbunti^^ 
tte t 'Jaonaid4»; t ' inji Orlando, 4mdmg 
hä« stfeed fofcjtbe* raopieai .xinmalagtm 
able, galloped off to accompany ins 
cousin. 



-i;i ' " 



In 
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In a little time they found them- 
selves in all the joys of the pursuit. 

4 

Sometimes in alternate Conference 
with each other — and at others di- 
yided, in a promiscuous conversation* 
with the followers of the chace. 

Botiihad; Bowever, become so am* 
mated with the sports of the <tay, as 
insensibly to have deviated from the 
track which led to the vicarage. 

• * 

Orlando (whose high respect for the 
doctor, and a concern of a tender na : 
ture now checkedhis velocity) , curbed 
his horse, and looked about for his 
companion ; bat he was out of sight. 
Our hero thought it in vain to attempt 
Coming up with him ; he, therefore, set 
about recovering the road to the vi* 
carage. ' 

He now led his horse by the side of 

awood. 
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a wood, which at last brought him to 
a common, in an avenue of which 
stood a small cottage, so embowered 
in a Cluster of trees, that he would 
have passed it unnotjced but frpm a 
very particulap circumstance which 
took place just äs he came within view 
of it 



t • 



1 " Heaven löok down with an eye 
of campa^sion dn my woesT cried * 
forlorn felttajie, bf mtetesting ßgure, 
tfhtqping herhandö tögether, and slgh^ 
ing in the most piteous rrtanner* — . 
" Shall the best of fathers perish for 
irautt of coihmon necesaaries, and no 
pky iijg eye ooinpassionate his Jcala« 



■rü. i ..•'•'. / V f , 



" Oh God ! Oh God ! where shall 
I % feirf suooouv in this dreadful mo- 
öient !*! 



• .. 



Our hero, whose fetäbgs irete 
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• • . . t k 



quickly susceptible of human suffer- 
ings, flew on eagles wings to assist a 
female in distress. 

* » * 

. He took her by the hand, and con* 
jured her in the tnost ear&eät iqannei? 
to aeqüamt him with her-woes. / ,'• 

" Alas ! sir," cries the lovely girl, 
" yow pffersfan^ Ifketf, ioo kte i in 
this tonely habitajtion lies föfttiiflg tmo 
Qf the best and worthiestpaorwtft,; An 
hour $Qoner, and ray fofrdtöt hopes, 
perhaps, had beefc reatorad." 

A 

Orlando soothed Uns fiemale £op~ 
pliant in the xaost tender maimcr, am} 
ardently solicited an immediate ! sigfot 
of the objectof distress. 






* 



- The young wdmaa uflberexthinfc jdtd 
the cottage, where he beheld, extiefcded 
lipon a miserable pallet, an emaciated 
%#e, t whp> ..fironeic^W appe»rai¥»rof 
taftM)Seen better days. Upon 
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^ptm ; a nearer äpproach, he dis- 
<k*rerec! it to bc an elderly man, scem- 
Irigty at the point of death. 

Orlando made signs that he came to 
his assistance ; upon which the sick 
ifrwb attempted to rise to take a view 
of his humane : deliverer ; but vain was 
the attempt, he cöuld ohly reply by a 

« 

mournful shake of * the heäd. 

" Be comforted," cries our hero, 
u rtlief ia at hand" 

" ' u '. Rither dfi^ercies V exclaim^the 

. . • * » 

suflerei', * recoverih£ jtist strerigth t£ 
axticuMe, " thydecrfees are just \~~ 
Help ' tne '< o ' sustäifi them without re^ 
pimng r 



'i 



Orlando cast his eyes about the 
roöm för some refreshmeftt, büt fotincl 
the unhappy man had nothing to sus 1 
tuin nature, but a mouldy crüst atiA 

* 

a fittle water. Not 



46 BBLLGROVE CASTLE ; OR, 

Not a moment was to he losf>~ With 
the utmost speed he mounted his horse, 
which he had fastened to a brauch pf 
a tree, and rode off to a house he saw 
at about a mile distant. ^ : 

. This was fartunately a publio-house* 
Jüe instantly procüred sorae brancjy 
and bi&cnits— rand on his return quä- 
lified the liquor, and applied soiije qf 
it to this unfortunate patient. 

The afflicted person was so much 
exhausted, that it was with the great- 
est difficulty Orlando could c.onrey the 
least drop to his stomach. At length 
he jsuceeeded : but the sufferer swopn- 
ed in the attempt, and some minutes 
elapsed before he discovered any signs 
of life. 

The humane visitor eagerly watched 
the faultest hopes of recovery, and 
observing a favourable moment, ap- 
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phed another portion of the cordial, 
which, to his infinite satisfaetion, re~ 
vived the spirits of the unfortunate 
man, who, opemng hiä eyes, cried, 
" Alas ! to what kind being do I owe 
the preseret fortunate moment ! Surely 
some compassionate angel k now sent 
to relieve a wretch on the confines of 
death, and in the agonies of *lespair ! 

" Oh, sir, words cannot be adequate 
to my feelings— yet, let me say, I wish 
tea thousand blessings may be shower- 
ed «doTOi upon you for your bene- 
volence and humanity." 

Orlando requested his patient not to 
exhaust himself, but to endeavour to 
obtain both composure and rest. 

-Kt the same time said every thing 
to console his afflicted dauglieiy avho 
yas dumb with grief, and who couW 
exppess her gratitude only by a inourrii- 
$ ul «hake of the heäd. He 
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He irow took his leave, pfomising td 
return tfce next day, and assured the 
unhappy girl that he wouid sead every 
possible aasietaace to b$s disconsplate 
father. 

He then departed; but so intent 
upon the scene he had just witnessed, 
as to wander about a great while be- 
fore he arrived in the direct road for 
the vicarage, 

• * * 

He took care, however, ta provide 
a person at the first house he • canie to, 
to superintend the sick man, and left 
money sufficient to answer any ex- 
pence that might be neoesaary. 

x . : 

On his arrivai at ;the track which 
led to the doctor's habitation, to his 
satisfactixm he behdd .Qsroand "ad- 
vancing towards him ; who, flushed 
.with the joys of the chace; spfckeqf 
he lentertainment he had mtt wifeh in 

. ' .• , .thc 



i 
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the most lively manner, and assured 
Orlando, that the thoughts of losing 
his Company for the whole of the day 
alone, restrained him from continuing 
to the finish of the sport 

• Orlando explained to his cousin the 
reason of his delay, — a recital which 
drew from him the wärmest expres* 
sions of pity, 

When they approached the vicar- 
age, he, in a jocular manner, cauti- 
oned Osmond to guard his heart, as 
they would soon have an opportunity 
of beholding the most beautiful female 
in the worlcL - 

Osmond was a perfect Machiavel 
in all his Operations; but particu- 
larly so with regard to love. He 
received Orlando's intimation with 
an air of indifference, at the same 

vol. ii. j> moment 
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moment that he meditated plans to 
secure the unknown fair for his own 
purposes. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER |II. 



JL/R. PRITCHARDS received his 
visitors in the most courteous and 
affable manner. 

To Orlando he paid very particular 
attention, and congratulated himself 
on the pircumstance of a visit, which, 
he assured him, he had entertained 
hop^s of every day since his arrivaL 

tlemen into the parlour, intreated them 
to excuse his prescnce for a few mi- 
nutes, in the mean time hoped they 
would entertain themselves with his 

n 2 study 



/ 
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study, or any other agreeable object 
the room afforded. 



Orlando adyanced towards the win- 
dow, attracted by the agreeable pros- 
pect which appeared from thence; 
while Osmond, whose soul was not 
alive to the beauties of nature, seated 
himself in pensive silence near the spot 

The view was pieturesque ; it con- 
veyed the eye over fields covered with 
verdure, with cottages and villages 
mterspcrsed, a beautiful stream of wa- 
ter also, which took its various wiiid- 
ings tkrough the mietet, axkled a rieh- 
ness to the scene. 

» 

Not less pleasing to Orlando* were 
the objeets on a aearer view : 

The tmiid and cautious trippings of 

the hare, who stole in and out the 

wiiderness>; 

The 
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The blackbird and thrush, who flit- 
ted from one part of the thickset 
hedge to the other ; 

The fishes sporting on the surface 
of the pond* the margin of which was 
covered with full-grown tufted grass ; 
and the little lamba frisking on the 
lawn— -all contributed to rawe in our 
hero's mind the most pleasing sensa- 
tions. 

Hia attention was, however, on a 
sudden dr^wn off to behold an iuci- 
dciit which interrupted his reflections, 
'and which, like the demon of the 
summer storm, cast a gloom upon 
the wbole scene. 

A beautiful dove came flying with 
great speed across the lawn, pursued 
by a hawk of an unusuäl size. 

TJie aiFrighted bird tried every arti- 

$ 3 fice 
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fice to escape the greedy talons of its 
pursuer. She took several mazy and 
winding directions, moaning in the 
most piteous manner ; but all her ef- 
forts to escape proved fruitless. Her 
vigilant destroyer followed close in 
every direction, and, with a sudden 
dart, grasped the fugitive in his rapa- 
^ious claws and scattered her beaute- 
ous plumage over the lawn. 

<c By Heavens," cries Orlando (seiz- 
ing a gun that stood in a corner of 
the room), thy voracious appetite 
shall pay dear for this outrage, " and 
was just at the point of presenting it 
out at the window, when the doctor 
entered, leading the accomplished M o- 
nimia. 

s 

Love instantly disarmed him of his 
rage ; for a moment he stood gazing 
on her charms, and then flew to ex« 

press 
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press the happiness he feit at this in- 
terview» 

Monimia received him with a blusR 
and satisfaction in her countenance, 
that denoted the pleasure she feit at 
the interview. 

The doctor joined in the mutual 
congratulations of the persons present. 
A very agreeable conversation took 
place among them, which was not a 
Kttle enlivened by the young gentle- 
men accepting the invitation of the 
doctor to dine and spend the day with 
him. 

The Company now sat down to a 
little entertainment of cake and wine ; 
after which, that gentleman-conducted 
his visitors about bis grounds, which 
were arranged and laid out in such 
taste and elegance of fancy, as excited 
the admiration of the beholders. 

n 4 At 
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At the böttom of thc garden wa* 
erected a beautiful summer-house > 
into which they entered, and viewed 
with no small delight this enchalitingf 
Jittlc paradise around them. 

In the course of the day, the doctot 
received an addition to his Company, 
by a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Beau^ 
mont, who resided in a small neat 
house at no great distance, Mr. Beau- 
mont hald once been in possession of a 
large property, which, however, was 
now diminished into, corriparatively, a, 
very slender sum. 

It was not difficult to assign a rea- 
son for this revolution in his circum- , 
stances. 

His cöncerns lay chiefly in West- 
India speculations, which, thouglx 
very lucrative in the beginning, by an 

accu- 
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aceumulatfon of ill luck, was. sunk 
into mcrely nothing. 

At first, Mr. Beaumont found this 
transitioxi in his affairs not very easy 
tö be submitted to ; and when his fur- 
niture, equipage and town-house, in 
St. Jamess-square, were to be ex- 
changed fo* a recluse little cot, desti- 
tute of stateiy appendages, he could 
not meditate on the change without a 
sigh. 

His.dejection, however, was consi- 
derably alleviated by the conversation 
of an amiable wife, who, in the most 
placid manner resorted to their homely 
habitation, which she persuaded her 
husband had more charms, in her es- 
teem, than the gaudy splendour % of 
high life. 

It was a fortunate circumstance for 
the merchant, that he was allied to a 

d 5 womau 
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woman of such excellent sense and 
economy, as his valuable spouse pos- 
sessed in a high degree. 

By a certain air of cheerfulness, in 
the worst of times, and a studious re- 
gard for his happiness, she contrived, 
in a variety of instances, tö take off 
his attention to his former State, and 
to win him to a Submission of «his re- 
verse of fortune* 

Mr. Beaumont was, indeed, a man 
of sense, possessing many agreeable 
qualities, but there was a degree of 
impatience in his nature, which took 
alarm often on trifling occasions, and 
which was increased to a degree of 
melancboly in cases of a serious de- 
' scription. 

His amiable wife saw, with uneasi*- 
ness, this infirmity, and levelled all 
her ingeauity and address to soften 

every 
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every incident that wore the appear- 
ance of misfortune. 

Time, however, and a tender atten«- 
tion to a grtfwing offspring, had pro- 
duced such a uniform serenity of mind 
in this amiable couple, that they ne- 
ver feit a wish to emerge from their 
peaceful abode. 

The doctor, from a long intimacy 
with the family, had contracted an- 
invariable esteem for them, and had 
moreover, by his friendly admonitions, 
considerably assisted in restoring the 
peace of mind of his amiable friends. 

Alternats visits fVom the cottage to 
the vicarage had passed in succession 
for many years,. and at length had 
cemented their intimacy into a firm 
and inyiolable esteem, 

The ai'rival of this amiable" pair con- 

n 6 tributed, 



6a BELLGROVE CASTLE | OR, 

tributed, not in a small degree, to in* 
crease the happiness of the party, and 
the whole soon formed a scene of 
gaiety and amusement 

Monimia, at the request of the doo 
tor, sat down to the härpsichord, and 
soon gave such a spechnen of her 
powers in music, as at once captivated 
and delighted the Company. 

One air in particular went with 
such effect to the heart of her father, 
that he fle*r to her in raptures and re- 
quested a reptetition, which, to the 
great sätisfaction of the tfhole party, 
she, in the sweetest and most affabte 
manner, complied with. 

v Orlando attended with admiration 
to the enchanting tones. 

He had never been before so 
channed ; was, indeed, fascinated 

with 
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•with her skifl, and thougbt for a while 
he was listening to the melody of some 
celestial power. 

When this exquisite treat was over, 
Mrs. Beaumont reminded the doctor of 
his promise to drink tea with them at 
the cottage ; at the same time, ear- 
nestly requested the Company of Os- 
mond and Orlando, who were not a 
moment in giving their assent 

# 

The Company, after d inner, took a 
road to tbe cottage highly jrural and 
entertaining. 

They passed alöng a lane with 3 
thick hedge on either side, lined with 
a row of tall and stately elm trees. 

This path had various angles, each 
fonned on a sudden eminence, wlrich 
every now-and-then presented a de- 

lightful prospect. 

. At 
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At the extremity of the lane they 
crossed two or three verdant fields, 
afFording a rieh pasture to the cattle 
grazing thereon. 

They then took to a path-way, 
so overshadowed with boughs and 
branches, that it appeared like a re- 
gulär alcove all the way ; at the end 
was a small inclosure, adjoining the 
common on which stood the mer- 
chani's residence. 

Our party pumied their walk in as 
very lively manner. 

The young sparks wexe particularlyv 
attentive to Monimia, whom they 
complimented much on her observa- 
tions on various subjeets, and the doc- 
tor was in familiär chat with the mer- 
chant and his lady, while, at inter- 
vals, he surveyed Monimia with an 
eye of tenderness and aftection. 

As 
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As they were crossmg a field which 
led to the alcove, they were surprised 
with one of those showers which drop 
suddenly on the ttaveller without äny 
previous notice, and soon the clouds 
began to gather and presented every 
symptom of an approaching storm. 

At a distance was heard the mur- 
muring thunder. 

" Tis listening fear and dumb amazement all, 
" When to the startled eye the sudden glance 
" Appears far south, eruptive thro' the cloud \ 
" And following slower, in explosion rast, 
" The thunder raises bis tremendous voiee ! 
" At first heard solemn o'er the verge of heaven, 
" The tempest- growls ; but as it nearer comes, 
" And rolls its awful burthen on the wind, 
" The lightnings üash a larger curve, and more, 
u The noise astounds ; 'tili over head a. sheet 
" Of livid flame -discloses vride ; then shuts, 
u And opens wider ; shuts, and opens still 
" Expansive, wrapping ether in a blaze» 
" Follows the loosen'd aggravated roar, 
" Enlarging, deepening, iningling ; peal on peal 
li Crush'd horrible, convulsing heaven and eartfi." 

TäOMSOIT. 



€4 
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Thp protection of the ladies imme- 
diately ^ngrossed the attention of the 
gfentlemen. 

By a sudden impulse of safety the 
party became divided : the doctor, 
the merchant, and his wife, with Os- 
niond, hastened to the arbour in the 
lane — whüe Orlando, over ^nxioua for 
his Monimia, and not knowing how 
long the storm might . continue, flew 
with her to a barn, which atood on the 
other side of the field. > 



The day now assumed an emblera 
of the vicissitudes of man's life-r—a se- 
rene and unclouded sky was changed 
into a: dark and gloomy shade ; all 
was dreadful suspense ; a cloud of im - 
inense size, and of an awful black- 
ness, took its Station exactly opposite 
where'they stood, and suddenly from 
its bosom issued a tremendous glare, 
which, darting its angry form upon a 

hay % 
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hay-stack close .by, the *whole was 
immediately in a blaze. 

At this motnent Moninüa feil sense- 
less, but was caught in the arms of 
Orlando ; who, panic-struck at her 
pale and lifeless form, for the moment 
thought she had reccived a fatal shock« 

In an agony he exclaimed— " Hea- 
vens restore my charming Monimia !" 
and attempted, by vibrations from his 
hat, to recover her from the swoon. 

/ 

In a littte tittie, to hiß inexpressible 
joy, she reVived ; and, upon behold- 
ing her Situation, «xelaimed— " Good 
Heavens ! Mr. Bellgrove, what is the 
«eaning of L all this ? — Where ? where 
k my father ?* Oriando explained — 
and assured her, that as soon as ttoe 
storm was ovef, they would go in 
aearch of the Company. 

The 
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The rairi now came down with the 
impetuosity of a finishing shower ; in 
the midst of which a female figure, 
miserably clad, and almost drowned 
with the wet, approached the barm 

The cries of the infant in her arms, 
her öwn lamentations to soothe it. and 
her deplorable habiliments, drew pity 
from the breasts of Orlando and the 
lady. 

The miserable object dropped a 
courtesy as she entered the barn, and, 
sitting herseif down on a bündle of 
straw that lay at the most solitary 
part of it, began to weep bitterly. 

Monimia, now x thoroughiy reco- 
vered, approached her, and in the 
sweetest manner begged to be ac- 
quainted with her sorrow. 

" Alas ! lady," cries the unfortu- 

nate 
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nate woman, " my misery arises from 
my own indiscretion : I deserve every 
misfortune that can befall me ; but my 
heart is ready to, to" — Here her sobs 
obstructed her utterance — " to break, 
when I think what woes my impru- 
dence has brought on my innocent 
child."--- Here she kissed it with an 
excess of fbndness, while the tears 
flowed plenteously down her sorrow- 
ful cheek. 

She now took off the miserable rag 
that covered the little innocent, and 
presented to view an infant, so comely 
and beautiful, that Monimia stood 
some time gazing on it with admi- 
ration. 

" Do not, my good woman, distress 
yourself so much," cries the tender- 
hearted Monimia. . 

" Whatever may have been your 

experience 
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experiencc in life, I promise you, you 
shall not now want a friend — and that 
your lovely infant shall be protected 
from all danger of languishing for th<* 
necessary articles of subsistence." 

So saying, she took out her purse, 
and gave her sufficient to comfort her- 
seif with ; desiring her to go imme~ 
diately to the first village, and da ' 
every thing she could to guard against 
cold, from the wetness of her apparel. 

This bcoevolent lady also desired 
her to call the next morning at the 
vicajrage-— at which place she expressed 
a vfah to have some fhrther conver- 
sation with her. 

The storm being quite over, and a 
bright sk} °turned, Orlando and Mo- 
nimia ventured from tfceir retreat 

Wfren they had procecded about half 

amile, 
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a mile, they met the whole party Com- 
ing in anxious search of them. The 
meeting was lively, after such an ab- 
rupt Separation,; and Monimia ran into 
the arms of her father, to congratu- 
late him .after the dangers of the storm. 

The whole Company now proeeeded 
to the cottage, where the merchant 
and his lady contrived to entertain 
their visitants so well, that every alarm 
which the storm had produced was 
$oon dispersed. 

After tea, the party rose to return 
«to the vicarage, which was stron^ty 
-opposed by Mr. and Mrs Beaumont ; 
but the doctor observing that the 
thunder had broke up the weather, 
and it appearing every now-%nd-then 
as though disposed to make a wet 
evening, the Company were permitted, 
atthough reluctantly, to depart. 

Orlando 
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Orlando and Osmond professed the 
wannest respect for the civilities and 
attention shewn them, and begged 
they might be honoured by a return 
of the visit. 

The doctor and thfe young folks 
were not long before they arrived at 
the vicarage; and Orlando, having 
protracted the time to as late a period 
as he could with prudence, took a very 
respectful leave; and, mounting his 
horae, with his companion, returned 
with speed to the Castle. 



? . 

3* 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



T* 
HE next morning Orlando men- 
tioned to the baron and his lady, the 
case of the unfortunate man he had 
seen on the common, and hinted the 
pleasure it would afford him, if they 
would condcscend to pay him a visit. 

The baroness was a lady, as I have 
before observed, of great benevolence 
- and humanity j insomuoh, that she 
never listened to the tale of woe, but 
with the tear of compassion. She was 
one of those benign souls, who do not 
. ' \ merely 
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merely wait to be informed of misery's' 
abode— on the other hand, was inde- 
f^tigable in her enquiries after objects 
of distress, *nd never so happy as 
when it was in her power to relieve 
them. 

This lady was a general patroness of 
charitable institutions, and had several 
little communities on herhands which 
depended solely on her own bounty. 

No sooner, then, was she made ac- 
<[uainted with the sick man's, Situation 
than she ordered her < carriage, and, 
taking Orlando with her for instruo 
9 tion in. the way, set out with the kind- 
est hopes of relieving him f rom his sad 
Situation. 

i 

On their way, they catted upon .the 
apothecary, who liyedabout a mite off 
from the spot they were going to. 

< ' ITbs 
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This gentleman was absent In- 
structions were, therefore, left him to 
attend the sick man when he returned. 

Our hero conducted his mother on 
foot across a field or two, there not 
being a coach-road to the habitation* 

On entering the cottage, they be- 
held a scene, which the most unfeeling 
could not look on without emotion. 

On one side" of the wretched pallet 
kneeled the daughter of the afflicted 
person. She was bedewing his hands 
with tears, and appeared in the great* 
«st agony of mind, every now-and-* 
then looking up to heaven ix* the atti* 
tude of fervent prayer. 

« 

The baroness . stood" moved with 
pity at the sight ; at length, when aa 
interval from grief* ensued, she ad- 4 
vanced towards the unhappy maid, 

vol. ii.- e and 
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* 

and began to use every expression of 
of pity and commiseration. 

The 'affectionate girl, Struck with 
the air and appearance of the lady, at- 
tempted for the moment to stifle <her 
grief, but in vain ; she was too much 
overcome, and could not refrain burst- 
ing into an emotion of sorrow. 

When this affectionate young crea*- 
ture had in some measure recovered 
herseif, she exclaimed— •" Oh ! ma- 
dam, had you bjit arrived in time 
to save my poor fathers Jife!" — Here 
her grief overcame her a second time, . 
ahd she fainted in the arms of her -be- 
nefactfess. 

The baroness used every pains to re- 
vive her, while Orlando examined the 
State of his unhappy pensioner. 

At first he was lcd to believe, that 

the 
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the poor girl's fears were but too 
justly founded ; there was no exter- 
nal appearance of life, and his counte- 
nance bore the exact resemblance of 

a corpse. 

He was now about to consign him 
over as an inhabitant of the other 
world, whenhe recollected there might 
yet be a latent spark of life, notwith- 
standing the evidences before him ; 
and, applying his hand to his heart, to 
his great joy found it palpitate. 

He instantly turned his eyes to the 
weeping damsel, and exclaimed — " He 
lives!" 



Upon which she sprang forwa*d, 
and, to her inexpressible gladness, dis- 
covered something like the return of 
life about her father. 

» 

At tlijs instant the apothecary ar- 

e 2 * rived, r 
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1 rtved, who, by proper applications, 

restorect his patient to some degree of 

i 

sense and recollection. 

i 

The baroness advanced towards the 
bed, and beheld in the sick man« 
countenaHce, iiotwithstanding that 
poverty and grief had disfigured hhn, 
an air of respectability that ,denoted 
him to have formerly enjoyed the 
smiles of Fortune. 

* 

Shcraisedhis hand, and in themost 
condoling . terms, requested him to be 

tranquit 

• — » 
* > » 

" Oh ! most .benevolent lady," 
cried the sufferei-, " if pity in an an- 
gel's form could alleviate my woe, 
yoür kind efforts might prevail ; but, 
alas ! I am overpowered with misfor- 
tune, and all advice is now too late." 



n 



Do 
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" Do not despair/' cries the benevo- 
lent visitor. 

" Alas ! madam," answers the sick 
man, " my Hfe has been such a seriös 
of misfortunes, as have at length over- 
ooroe me. 

" I yet Qould die happy, were my 
apprehowpns eased on a subject which 
has long weighed me down in trouble 
and affiiction." 

The baroness intreated him to un-t 
burthen his mind ; but he was so ex- 
ftausted, as not to be able to säy more 
ftft- the present, than that he had com- 
mitted to paper the principal part of 
his j^isfortunes. 

The good lady seeing him dispose^i 
to doze a little, quitted the cottage, 
intending to return again in the course 
oftheday, .. 

e 3 Before 



78 BELLGROVE CASTLE; OR, 

Before she retired, she held a Con- 
ference with the daughter, m which 
she comforted her with the strengest 
assurances of her countenance and 
protection. 

* 

At the same time directed' her to 
make up several little restorative mes- 
ses, and to apply some cordials occa- 
sionally, which she should send imme- 
diately on her arrival at the Castle. 

This worthy lady had infinite skill in 
this way, and, in ,the course of many 
years, had been accessary to the pre^ 
servation of a great number of lives. 

In the evening she paid a second 
visit to thte cottage, and endeavoured 
to obtain from her patient a know- 
ledge of the secret that so oppressed 
him. 

The unhappy man now cast an eye 

of 
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of inexpressible tenderness pn his 
daughter, and exclaimed — " Ah ! ma- 
dam, when I think on the virtue and 
dutiful conduct of that young wo- 
man, the pangs that I endure on the 
thoughts of leaving her unprotected 
and firiendless, overwhelms me. 

% — 

" She has attended me through the 
whole ;of my affliction with raore than 
mortal care. Never, never was a pa- 
rent blessed with so amiable and affec- 
tionate a child ! 

" I had another too, but alas ! she 
is no more; or, perhaps, (what is 
worse) endures a life of poverty, in* 
famy and disgrace !" 

Here the tears trickled plenteously 
down his furrowed cheek. 

" Could I but take to my arms my 
kmg-lost child once more — I would 

z 4 forever 
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forever bury all thoughts of her indis- 
cretion, and cherish her with the fond- 
ness I once was wollt !" 

The baroness seeing that her patient 
had touched upon a strain that lay 
heafy on his heart, requested him to 
forbear to dweli too intently on a sub- 
ject which tended only to increase his 
anguish ; öbserving, that, if it ever 
lay in her power, she would shew all 
the kindness she was able to exert, ta 
restore the unfortunate *per$on who 
. had made so melancholy a breach in 
his happiness. 

" Asto thisaffectionategirl," con- 
tinued she, " from this moment X 
adopt her as my own, and you may 
rely upon me When I say, that I will 
ever be to her a firiend, and more— a 
mother." 

Just as the baroness conoluded this 

sentence, 
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sentence, the grateful youi\g w.oman 
flow to her, and, on her knees, ex- 
claiutöd — 

• * 

" This is goodness un&peakable ! 
You come like an angel of pity, my 
äver dear madam, to jcescue both child 
and parent ! 

" Can I ever be sufficiently thank- 
ful, even for the good effects o£ your 
bounty, already visible in my fa- 
ther?" 

The aick man now began to wear 
anaspect of serenity. 

There was v a brightness in his eye 
which denoted a placid Submission, 
and, inshort, he exhibited a composure 
in ' his whole countenance, which 
evinced, in a remarkable degree, the 
benign effects of the consolation he 
h&d received. 

e 5 The 
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Thebaroness was now on thepomt 
of retiring, highly gratified at the good 
which had taken place in consequence 
of her attention, when on a sudden 
the poor man was seized with convul- 
, sions, in which he struggled for a 
considerable while, without any signs 
of amendment. 

At length the fit left him, but so 
languid was he after the shock, that 
they everv moment despaired of his 
life. 

The apothecary fortunately entered; 
at this instant ; but all the efforts of 
that gentleman could not restore him 
to his former degree of animation. 

The baroness was, therefore, under 
the painful necessity of leaving him 
without much hope of his recovery. 

On her g departüre, she requested the 
• * N apothe- 
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apothecary to pay frequent visits to 
his patient in the course of the even- 
ing ; and, on her arrivai at home, sent 
a trusty servant, } to assist her young 
friend in bestowing every possible re- 
lief upon her father. 

1 4 

The hext morning she repaired to 
the cottage ; but her kind Offices werc 
now at>;ftii end- 

She met the disconsolate girl at the 
door, whose countenance denoted im- 
mediately the sad oecurrence that had 
taken place. 



*i 



The baroness feit all the disappoint- 
ment of one whose infcention is frus- 
trated in a generous and benevolent 
desiga. 



• 



' Hfcr carc now devolred solely upon 
theorphan. • » 

* 6 with 



»•» 



84 BELLGROVE CASTLE * OR, 

With the most tender salute, she 
assured the distressed girl, that ghe 
ehould experience in her all the kind 
oifices öf a parent ; and, taking the 
amiable sufferer by the hand, 'con- 
ducted her into the cottagfc, where 
she continued to use every consolation 
to calm her afflicted mind. 

When Julia (the nanse of th^young 
maiden) became a little composed, she 
took from a small box that lay in the 
rooip, a scroll of paper, and, . present- 
ing it ta her benefactress, exclaimed—- 

" Here, madam, is a bequest which 
myfather, when dy ing, dcsired might 
. be delivered to you. 

2, 

. f ' ' I * * 4 i M . 

" His lastmoments, mydear:lady, 
were calm and serene. l I shall now 
die happy,' cries my dear parent ; '. I 
leave you in the hands (God be 
praised ! ) of one, who, I am satisfied, 

. . will 
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will fully accomplish all my wishes 
respecting you." 

The baroness took the paper and 
caref ully put ifc inte her • pocket for 
perusalat some otherperiod. 

She then, aftet speaking in the most 
tender manner to Julia, began to hint 
about the interment of her father, iri- 
timating her intention of taking that 
concern upon herseif, that every thing 
-might be conducted with the utmost 
attention and respect. 

She * nöw proposed to carry Julia 

home with ! her, but the affectionate 

girl intreated (with tears in her eyes) 

that she might continue with her fa- 

-thcr to the last. * 

: Julia's benöfactress was pleased with 
this instanee offiiial regard, and al- 
lowed her by all meäns to gratify so 
dutiful an inclination, When 
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When the baroness arrived at the 
Castle, she took out the paper delivered 
to her, and was just on the point of 
opening it, . when,. obserying the su- 
perscription — " I .request that this 
" paper may not ,be opened*till I aip 
" in my grave/* — desisted from her 
purpose, and secured it in a cabinet 
, allotted solely for writings of impor,- 
tance. 

• * •. ••••,; • t 

The ba^on had k att^ncted to the de 
scriptum pf the case öf tjie unfortu- 
nate man, with his xtpyal degree of 
sympatby, and regretted that a man 
of woxth and , goqd sense, as ^ toök 
bim to be, should close his eyes in so 
unhappy a State. : . 

* I I . ,/ / .1 1 I i •♦• 

He requested his lady tp ;be partica- , 
larly careful of the paper, as he thought 
, some interesting ^nd remarkabk in- 
. stances might, be qpnjpfcted with the 
history o£his misfoi^ynes. 

i«. The 
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The baron was impatient to behold 
the amiable orphan, for whom, with 
his lady, he entertained sentimeuts of 
of parental aifection. 

He had been very desirous of pay- 
ing a visit to Julia's father at the 
first, but some remains of his comr 
plaint still hanging about him, he 
was advised to use as little motion as 
possible. 

He would have been glad to have 
heard the unfortunate gentleman's his- 
tory from his own mouth, and to have 
rendered, personally, all the consola- 
tion in his power to one, who, he 
thought it not improbable, might 
have been formerly in circumstances 
equal to himselfl 

As the case stood, he determined 

to shew every possible tendernes^ 

to ' Julia, and to observe minutely 

< j : . : i and 



^> 
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and scrupulou8ly, whatever might 
be the object of the dying man 7 s re- 
quest. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER V. 



•J/- 

v 



W 



HILE .the family at the castle 
were engaged in the benevolent and 
humane conce*ii before stated, the 
good folks at the vicarage were exert- 
ing themselves in behalf of the unfor- 
tunate female, whom Monimia had 
met with in the barn, 

« 

This amiable girl had not mentioned 
the circumstance to her father tili the 
iiext mornmg, when, as thty were 
«itting at breakfast, she, in the sweetv 
est manner imaginable, intreated the 
doctort penniaaion to assist a case of 

distress. 
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distress she had the day before met 
with. 



She then briefly stated the circum- % 
stance as it happened, during their 
Separation in the storm. 

The good divine lent an ear of 
coiiipassion to the story, and highly 
approved of her design of enquirhig 
further into the business. 

Just as he was pronouncing his cor- 
dial consent, Monimia's pensioner 
made her appearance, who had con- 
trived in the interval to array herseif 
and child in neat, though homely 
apparel. 

• - • 
There was beauty in her person and 
elegance in her form, though the 
dress she wore in some measure dis- 
guised it; and, by her engagimg air 
and manner, the doctor was. oonidnced 

she 
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she had formerly moved in a stile af 
respectabiüty, if not of affluence. 

• 

Monimia took the baby and pre- 
sented it to her father, who admired 
the sweetness of its countenance, 
while the little cherub intwined its 
fingers round his thumb and would not 
easily relinquish it. 

« 

The doctor walked up to the strapgpr 
and, with the greatest afFability, de- 
sired her to sit down, and at the 
same time intimated, that he hoped 
she would spend the day with them. 

Louisa (for that was the young wo- 
man's name) courtesied and replied— 
." If she could officiate in any useful 
capacity, she would accept of the in- 
vitation with infinite satisfaction." 

He commended her readiness for 
^mployment, and observed— ", He had 

na 



Q2> BELLGROVE CASTLE J Oft, 

% 

no doubt but his daughter wouid con- 
trive to find something to make her 
time pass agreeably." 

Monimia instantly set about pro^ 
XJuring some refreshment for her visi- 
tor and the child. The young Crea- 
tore, in the most humble and grateful 
manner, all the white expressing her 
obligations for the attention shewfr 
her. 

Monimia was charmed* witti the dfe- 
portmeirt of her guest, in whom she 
soon discovered such afikbility and 
good sense, as to promise to become a 
very agreeäble companion tp her, 

The doctor *was now about to take- 
an exQursion for the morning — a cir- 
cumstance which left the two females 
entirely to themselves*. 

Monimia looked up a gown or two 

and 



^ . 
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and sorae other apparel, whifch sh$ 
gave to Louisa to make into dresse* 
for herseif and child. 

They then sat do\vn and arpused 
themselves with different eroployments 
of the needte, and were mutually 
.pleased in the conversation of each 
other. 

. »', ... . 

Monimia forbore fpr a wliile to 
onake äny enquiries of her companion 
respeeting her raisfortuhes. 

At length, when some conversation 
had taken place tfhicb/Jed to an intro- 
duction, $he intreated, if it would not 
too mufch oppress her feelings, to be 
favoured wkh a history of her suffer- 
ings. 

Louisa blushed and hesitated. At 
iength, encouraged by the strongest 
«assurances of friendship and confi- 

denee 
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* 

dence on the part of her benefactress, 
in a tone of humiliation and regret, 
she thus began. — 

" When I enter, my dear miss, 
npon my uphappy story, I feel such a 
train öf painful sensations, as will 
hardly sufFer me to proceed. 

" To be innocently unfortunate, is 
a trial that requires continual fortitude 
to sustain; but when our sufferings 
arise from indiscretion, the burthen 
"becomes almost intolerable. 

" Could I recall those days ere first 
I raised a pang in a parent's breast !--- 
I can give ho descriptiön of the hap- 
piness it would occasion me. 

s 

" Whole years of inquietude would 

I gladty suffer fot such a Messing; 

but, afets ! I fear the die is cast, and 

I shall carry r£morse with me to the 

*' latest 
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v. 

latent perio4 ofrijiy Ufe^ fforsKghting 
the good cöunsel of my indulgent pa- 
rents,, .vpho, perhaps, ere now,have been 
hurried Into ; their grave by my mis- 
conduct. : > , 

41 My father was a gentleman of 
easy fortune, and married a lady \(rho 
broug^t witb her a sum sufficient, in 
addition to his owo, to« rear us in a 
genteel and comfortable style. 

" My mother had several children, 
who lived little longer than a State of 
infancy ; at lerigth heu family was re- 
duced to onlytwo, Julia and myself. 

" My father bestowed anxious pains 
to educate us in the most accomplished 
manner. He, indeed, carried this point 
almost to a faiiing, not recollecting 
we should want fortunes to support 
us in the display of our attainments. 

" • ' We 
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We lived some years in a State öf 
enviable happiness, ittf kind parents 
thinking no expence too great that in- 
creased theperfectiöns'oftheirdaugh* 
ters, whose improvement in the dh8fer* 
ent sciences, afforded them hourly sa- 
tisfaction- 



" I was now arrived at my 

eighteenth year, wfaen a circumstance 

arose, from whieh I date all my mis? 
fortunes. 

" At a neighbouringJball, I was so?- 
licited, in a very pressing manner, by 
a yöuth to accept his band in a dance 
that was just going to begin. 

" As I had ipade no previous en- 
gagemeitf, I cQuld assign no re^soa 
for refusiag him- . We, therefore, took 
our Station and soon w$nt d^wia the 
dawe. 

- My 
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" Mf partner entertaiaed me with 
many agreeable anecdotes, and, by 
iiis insinuating address, made timc 
glide insensihly away . 

" Hpwas very assiduous in his. at- 
texition to me during the whole of the 
evening, and spared no pains .to make 
his Company agreeable. . 

" I must Qoixfess bis. assiduities had 
that charm over me, that I could not 
help thinking 1 hin*' the möst agreeable 
pejrpon I h*id eye* met with.' 

" When the time arrived for me to 
depart, Mr. Bellajpy (that vas the 
name, of my. co^>pa(nioi^) affected a 
ku^pf« d^j^cjtion^,^. in^tefiv aa 
$pme ppna^e^vsatioil for h^s ^ufea&iiie^s 
that , he, shmi W h$yfe * Xhb npleaswp « of 
seeing me home. ^ .- . ■ : . ; 

<" This I . ßönseja^ted toj as I mtist 

» 

.vox. ii. f Gonfess 



.y 
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confess I had no objectioft to dbntinuc 
hl his agreeable Company for that time 
fangen 

" My father opened the door when 
I got hoine, and, seeing a gentleman 
with me, requested him fo wfclk in 
that he mtghthavi äh oppöftunity W 
thanking him for hte polftetiess. 

u Mr. Bellamy göbd-ttaturcdly re- 
fused, alledgittg hiö tfliWillingness to 
incommodt hittvat that l*te hour, and 
took his leare in the most refepeetfhl 
manner. 

" I Saw nothing of my amiable 
partner for a whole week after this cir- 
eumstanee, during which, I cannot 
say but I was weak enough to "wiah 
something might happen to produ6e ä 
second interview. 

%i< It was not long before I was sur- 

prised 
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prised with the gratification of my 
wishes. 



" Going upon a Visit to a family 
who resided in a village not far from 
u^ in the course of the day two gen- 
tlemen entered the room, introducing 
a third, in the person of whom I be* 
held my partner at the ball. 

" The moment Mr. Bellamy saw 
me, he advanced towards me, and, in 
the most engaging mannen expressed 
Ins hopes that I had not fatigued my* 
seif, or caught any inconvenience 
since he saw; me last, and then went 
oh in a strain of inexpressible satisfac- 
tion at seeing me again, sayingit tras 
an event as happy to him as unex- 
pected, 

• • ' r 

. .. ' < it 

" I listened to bis professiqns, alaa! 
with a prepossession in bis favour ! I 

v Z\ tbcmght, 
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\ 

y^ught,: it*deed,;,a forin like bis was 
too amiable to deceive ! 



v. : " So Httk, mdeed, was I.acqüäinted 
pith the Jawman beart, ;tbat I consi- 
devecLevery.iexpreseion ;hmny favour 
as \ the effusion of. a sihcere esteem— r 
never dr^aming for, a moment Mr. 
Bellamy's.;pxofe^ion3 evrasive and in* 
sincere. 

7/i. ' /»''' T •" ' ■ - ' " : . ; • - 

j! "i-I ßp.ent a happy day at Mr. Mil- 
fbid's in, cpjaapany with my amiable 
disaeftibler. /Tbere was a very lively 
p&vty assembled ; a valiety .» of amuse- 
meotSnertBued, and.every one seemed 
tö.enjoy the higbesi.pleasure and satis- 
üctioi). 






" It was now time for me to return 
home, and, must confess, I quitted 
\he Company with a heavy heart. 






in«. P*evious to my retiring, I was 

requested 
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tequested to renew the'visit on soirie 
future day, and it was no sqiäll cohso- 
lation to me, to hear Mr. Bellamy's 
name included in the generai invita- 
tion, as , I begast to think socißty 
would lose all its chaxms without 
the Company p£, that infatuating 
man. 






# .. ">A& I ^v&s.uponriny retm-a; and 
meditating upon the pleawae^r.I'hÄd 
left behind, I at length became de- 
jected, and,.justasaheavysighhad 
escaped me, feit a si^dcjeu tap on the 
shpulcfer,; &ncl on turning rqund^.to 
my surprise, beheld Mr. BeUamy-- 



* > m 



'*- Why so pensive, miss ?" 

.. ,'.? Dear sdr,M rcplied, ^ hp^roif 
surprise me; I thoug^.yoj^ad.stfl} 
been at W*. UHfox^/^ '~ u l *\ ^ 

; ." ^How could 1 4elay a f^ygent," 

f 3 - explaiqas 
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exclahns he, " and leave my charmiug 

partner tmprotected ?" 

- •- ■ i ' * - 

i " It was my mteirtion to have ac-* 
cpmpanied you from .the house, but 
ycwxr departure was too sudden to a£- 
ford me so happy an opportunity." 

" We continued an agreeable con- 
v>mat*cffiiää we travefsed the fields in 

my - \fay honte. >, 

■J •• • ' 

4 n Mr. Bellamy, among other things, 
wasVety' pfessing for another inter- 
view, ät which, he said; he had a se- 
cret to impart, which neäriy concerned 
the interest of us both. 

• • — • 

" I started at this intimation, and 
tfeggcd l he would nöw <*Kselbs* any 
ihitig, espiecially of iinporta.nce, tüät 
related either to hhnself ortne. 

• u To this he objecteÜ, as the stiort 

time 
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time he should be in my Company 
would not allow him to say all he 
could wish. 

" §oon as I got hörne, I requested 
him to walk in, as I wished my father 
to be acquainted with a person who 
had hecome so necessary to my peace. 






But he pleaded a quick return to 

Mr. MilfordV as he had left bis 
friends abruptly, which nothing bat 
lüs extreme partiality for me could. 
have induccd him to do. 

" Such was bis ascendency over 
me, that . I could not refuse him the 
private meeting. he had proposed near 
a farm-house, about a mite off. from 

our place of residence. . . 

t 

"I had several struggles withiriy- 
self before I could consent to any ctem- 
destine proceedingß; jny h&rtshiöte 

. f 4 na# 
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me for this insidious mode of concfuct 
towards my parents ; yet love had en-, 
tangled me with its fascinating powers; 
andeach.dutiful resolution was speedily 
chaced away at the recoUectkm of Mr* 
Bellamy. 

" I had almost anticipated- the na* 
ture of his particular business with me. 
There was an ardency of « expression 
he in general used not common iti 
mere formal acquaintance ; and shall I. 
venture to express.my weakness so far 
as to say— -' I thought — iiay, I wish'd 
it a message of love !* 

" 4 

• _ *. * . « 

" The time now approached when I 
was to listen to this interesting sub- 
ject, and, like a sworn foe to my own 
peace, I framed some excuse to my 
parents, that I might be punctual to 
my assignation. ^ * m 

< . 4 

" Mr., Bellamy was more than punc- 
tual 
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■foj; 



trfal' to *he ndp^c&^meat ? hi& i&päti-j 
ence to see me was such, that I mek> 
him more than half way from the farm- 
ltouie, f cqming tow^rds oux bäbitStitm. 

.»;.•-• • . j i ( i * j > . 

" You see, my charming \Louisa,> 
what restless mortals love makes us ; I 
kave bten rwalkn^g fopi more <thain • an 
hauiy antl; ndver found, tnne dragnaar 
so tsdiousiy." » :"*/ r\ •"'>.;<,. *' 

" Am I' behfrwf J tiie ^ikite^ '> sir*?** 
eries I. . . 



. r i* 



^ •, 



"\NV irrp ' y«är infes ; ; I^A» S «Ä' 
meati to ehielte you j' fetet fahSdii'all «htf 
comprisfes oür häppfhess iu -thfe 4$fte i« * 
absent from us, the interval of time is - 
aimost intdlefabie.'^ i io > : i ' 

'i'j t*rMr:>B^lkmy;^xcläftiÄe(tI'(loolcl 
rag at him rather seriously)*'-" if.ytni 
invited memerely for the purpose of 
flalt teryj syow net : a. *ani)rfe . unftienÜly 



IOS* 
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partt than I thottght you capabte 
<rf." 'i 

» 

-«.Gab it be flattery," said he, " to 
teil Louisa, that her Company is very 
agreeahle ?" ; . • 

:'M<8o not know," cries I (rat her 
fbraially) r fi what may be Mr. BeUa^ 
my's motive for using a warmth of 
expression, which no part of my con- 
duet can bave autherised." • 

" Pardon me, my dear Louisa, no- 
tkiagcan be fuvther.fro^ my ideas, 
tkm treating those with disrespect fwr 
whain I have the highjest .partiality." 

» « 

" I begged him tö forbear a lan- 
guage which it would not be prudent 
for me t<> hear without the consent of 
my- parents/' , 

* * 

" He said I must forgive him for 

the 
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the ardency. of his passion, to disclose 
which, was his principal object in re- 
questing the interview." 

" I again repeated, this was a sub- 
ject to which I ought not to listen, un- 
less sanctioned by the approbation and 
countenance of. my parents, to whom 
I wished him to apply in an affair so 
interesting to their« happiness, as well 
as ray own. 

" I repeated my wishes for him to 
cultivate an aiquaititanqe wi<h them ; 
4ud, when * fair underßt&nding was 
promoted betweea th^em, I might be 

disposed to listen to hiß proftssipns. 



r 6 GHAP. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Li 



M 



R. Bellamy appeared ahvay* 
shy of any personal intercourse with my 
father. 






" Wheafever I hiiited thc propriety 
of making known to ihifai the intimatiy 
we had formöd, he-evaded the subf 
ject, and *genetally with such* äffe $nd 
address, as prevented me from speedily. 
resuming it. 

" His disinclination to such a mea- 
sure at length alarmed me so milch, that 
I protested I would inünediately break 
off all correspondence with him, un- 
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fess hfi wopld raäke me hfrppy ifi tfois 
poiat 

» 

" He,' however, had the artifice to 
appear suddenly disposed to diyulgc 
his passion to my fatheiyat lehgthas* 
serting that such a step was quite coti- 
genial witb his wishes -.;. and> atthe 
s*m& time, injsiftuated thafc my anxietff 
on this point incrfiasefcl' his. very; higti 
opjnion.pf me*, 



> » « 



" After this^i he made one ör tty© 
visklat our hause; during which, as 
he infarmed me, : Jie hack acquired my 
fathers most cordiai:appFöbatianjüid 
consent:. 



i. » \ .-» •..,>.♦ ,/ 



-:- >"Jfrmarifc mysetfioxceedingly bap^y 
^tiiAbi^liotdltg^ncey! .aiid condu&ted 
a»y^£»ith a ; partiality,$br^hrm*iti '{te 
•£fetaice. Qf my parent«, whrdn I 
*4hftp£rh£ thejr could not disa^pitwe-of. 

* ' * v . v . i . „ * . . . i J : *.* « j i J .' . »j 

r 4 

.>-;om « But 



HO bbllgäovb CASrtht; oä, 

41 But I was woefirtly mistaken : fbr 
though, at the first, my father £xhf-r 
bited no signs of a dislike to him, yet, 
when he saw things in so ' seriöus a 
train, he grew peevish, and, in a gen«? 
tie rebuke, chided me for my conduct. 

■ 

"■ " I appealed to the circ&mstance of 
bis permitting Mr* Beliamy's Visits at 
the first — to whrch he replied, " That 
he was induced to do so, fröm the 
high opinion he had formed of him ; 
but that he had entertained dHFerent 
seatiments sihce that pexiod^ and nriw 
thoüg-ht his vietfs were not so hdnour- 
:aJWe as? he oacp itnagined." 

" My father, seeing a gloom and' 
dejection ärise ftofn what he saifl, * ex- 
■clainied— *"il am inexprbtobly 84ri*p, 
niy rdear child, to see tbingsthavfe gQae 
so j ifar, as to make a parcnt's advk$ 
irksomc; to you ; but yo* should haVe 
acquainted me with the matter before, 
* indeed 
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indeed you should — fny persuasions 
would then have appeared kinder to 
you." 

" I entreated him to forgive a weak- 
ness which nxy incautious conduct had 
made me subject tp ; but that I would 
make any s&crifice rather than give 
him a moment's uneästness. 

" This declaration gave him great 
pleasure ; he embraced me with uhi 
usual fondness— -and whüe the tear 
stole down his cheek, he uttered-^ 
" Oh, Louisa ! you have relieved me 
of a burthen which I haVer-not power 
to describe." 



». . i • 



" My father riow appeared with an 
air of satisfaction, which gavö me 
great defight. ;..■..: •;■) : - 






, " I had ; indeed, heep $o *mit$ea 
with a sease of his uusaaness, ifcbafr, 

fqr 



1 12 BEEIjGBOVE CASTLE ; or, 

for more than the;mament,;my dntyr 
and frffection fo^my parent surmount« 
ed my highest notions and regard foir 
Mr. Bellamy. 



i 



ff Ahy madam ! would.it had pleased 
Heaven to have kept ;me in that sen** 
ttment tili aow!; But loveis tyräain 
mcal, and will have sovereign sway..;. 

" No sooner had I resölved ;tosee 
himrioimoff^ than, a letter, yrhichhq 
ccmtntftdvtO'get deüvered to me, im* 
fixfedimeiinOTiy xteexHutioii. ; j ..<. .» '•>-.• 

i ; f '». ' i ; , . ... i. - * ■ .".«.-ni»» . > i - / 

r ) ,* 4 ^hen^ L;.'haJd brdken - thetseaJ, Jl* 
read as follows : — •< •"-•*•**.• «;j 






"- equivocal proof of my affectiv fcfr .31591K . . ;«, 



in 
me 



"• Ifchall forbear entcring , into particulars i 
*'tHfr^-Siflfce J it tö*sa^, ; if J jröt will'Ya^ur m 
*«Wäh <*J'-*isii- r . '** ^heirisuai place -toKiiöitertv 

" evcning, 



t« 
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evcmng, you will then have no longec rfeason 
to doubt tl*e sincerky of my professions. 

" CBellamy/.' 



» u Ther specialis strain of this billct, 
l am sorry to say, revived in me all the 
fond sentimente I had entertained o£ 
himt / . 

li Alas f the miserable effects of ill- 
piaced love! 

* . 

" How does it blind us to our own 
true. and dearest interests, and sub* 
rert in us .principles of duty best Cfd- 
culated to our happiness r 



n ' 



•: u The day that Imet Mr. Bellamy 
coriformably to.his letter, I observed 
an unuaual penaiveness in my futher, a 
certain presage, alas ! . of his apprg^ch- 
ing woe; , My mather, too, was con- 
fined to her bed with siekness. 



Äi. > . J 



--:>. -/ ■••:■ " I wass 
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" I was now distracted with con- 
tending resolutions ; the State of my 
parents operated as a serious check to 
my going, and the nature of my visit 
in direct Opposition to myfather's in- 
junctions, which now sounded more 
strongly in my ears than ever, made 
me Start with emotion from the busi» 
Hess I was about to undertake. 

" On the other hand,- my attach- 
ment to Mr. Bellamy was such, that I 
could not ; refuse what he in such ho- 
nouräbie tqrms reqüested r withoutdo- 
ing the greatest violencc to my own 
feelings. 

., " Divided thus betw?en love and 
duty, I spent avery di&agreeable day ; 
and such an efect had Ijhis confliet 
upctj^me, that iriy Satfcer more than 
oüice remarked theakeration in me. 

" At length the time of assignation 
;r .' arrivedr— 
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arrived — Wh^t struggles! what tre- 
pidations ! what pangs I endured at 
this moment ! 

r • 

j • ■ • » » * * * * 

t 

" At last,, persuading mysfclf (alaai 
how pliable is love to its own pur- 
poses ! ) that the interview would de- 
tain me but a few minutcs, and that 
my sbter, who was just arrived from 
boardijig-^chook cqu\d bestow attprQr 

ppr attention op my vwihs* ro.thcia- 

terval, I thought no härm could en- 
sire from the meeting. 

. " When Iov$ predominates, a trifle 

* * 

preponderates in its fävour. 

" To be brief, I met Mr. Bellamy 
at the ttme affpoiatäd, . r . . \v 






" We entered into the most serious 
discourse— •he J avowedhia.|iassJi)ii for 
me in the most ardent tcrmB y qpd said, 
VTbe time was arriyed* when fo wouH 

at 
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at once convince me of the honoup- 
ableness of bis intentions.' 

" After cros&ing a field leading toa 
ftighroad, we came to a stile, when I 
ebserved a post-chaise standing in the 
road. 

* u Mr. Bellämy asked me tf I Käd 
any ; ofrjectioi* tö take a- little cirbui'fr 
round the vitlage, a* *te Could the» 
makehis propo&als without the danger 
of interruption. 

" I thought the offe* perfectfy in- 
nocent, and suffered him to hand nie 

into the carriage.. 

* 
* 

" We drove dff'slowfy, and con- 
tinued a gentle pace for some thne. 

* • •".«*'* I v ' i v » * » * • .>.-'«» > 

■* " He ^tt|ea. begann a ' conversation* 
\vithihe,> ia; which he soon introduced 
i&rriage, asaurukg me he should ever 
:j be 
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be wretched till.we were indissolubly 
united, and that it would he the prin- 
cipal study of his . life to make me 
Jiaj>py. 



» » 



" He entertained no kind of doubt, 
at the same time, that our union would 
be perfectly agreeable tp my parents. 

. * » * 

" Stay, iay dear sir,"cries I, "tili 
I have received a similar confession 
from them." 



\ 



t ^ ' That you raed not question a mo- 
4jnent," ! r^plied;he> ".for I applied to 
them this morning, and recenred an 
answer every way favourable to my 
jvishes." . ♦ 

■ * 

«■«*}»# . i 

", This äppeared stiiarige; but as 

love easily infatuutes us, what I wished 

-to be true, .1 reädüy thought was sro< . 



K4 



I besame now pleas^d with him 

more 
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more than ever ; my ideas of him wert 
rafsed to an exalted height; and I 
thought myself the happiest person 
alive, in the prospect of an union with 
one, who was now become the idol of 
my soul. 

" I had indulged this reverie to 
such an excess, as to forget the time 
was elapsed for my return hotne.. 

" A sense of duty now took pos* 
Session of me; and, looking out of 
the window, I obserwd it was dusk, 
and the country quite stränge all 
around. 

" Alarmed at this appearance, I 
chid Mr. Bellamy for introducing a 
subject, which had entirely taken off 
my attention from those matters which 
it was my duty to observe, hiiiting, 
that we were quite out of the direc- 
tion to my home, and entreating him 

to 
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to order the driver to regain thc road, 
ahd usc all possible dispatch. He then 
spöke shöxply to the man, and desired 
him to quicken his pace as fest äs pos- 
sible. 

" This order was obeyed with the 
grcatest prümptitude and alacrity, and 
we whirfed on with the utmost rapi- 
dity. 

" It was now dark— my uneasiness 
increased, anxiety tortured me with 
suspenso, and every momeftt added to 
the horrors V ttay Situation. ' 






" In this state of agitation I earnest- 
ly entreated Mr. Bellamy to see if we 
wereih the road tö my fatfeer's; wlio 
now affected the greatest surprise and 
Indignation at the ignorance of the 
driver in missing the right road; but 
said at the same time, " That he had 
no doubt of his gettinjg into the pro- 
per track again." " I waited 
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' ' I waited in torturas for «ome time, 
hoping every , miaute to arrive; but 
finding that time ouly brought addi- 
tional alanjis,. np words cari desctihe 
the agonies I endured. 

*" I implored Mr. Bellamy, wrth 
cries and teafrs, not to destroy my 
peace of mind for ever, by soliciting 
jne to a conduct which would be a fa- 
tal blow to the happiness of my pa» 
rents. 

■ 

," Be not alarmed, my angel," cried 
he, /' you are junder the protection of 
one who will never see you injured !" 

"Oh! for HeavenV sake, jsir," re : 
plied I, " ck> not urge.me to r a step^ at 
the thopghts of which <I shudder; 



« ■ f 



* " Conduct nie bicktoiny parerits^ 4 
and on my kne'es I will adore ^ou for 
your goodness !". • - ; 

" He 



»» • 
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" He then took me by the hand, and 
entreated me io be calm, alledgtng, 
that his excessive fondness had 
prompted him to an action, which 
might appear to me a breach of confi- 
dence; but that his views were ho* 
nourable, and that it would not be 
long before he would convince me pf 
the truth of his assertkra. 

u Teil me, my dear sir," cried I (in 
a state of inexpressible alarm), " am I 
in my wky to my parents ?" 

<" He flien .entered into ihe mort 
jnoving apology for his conduct, and 
£xclaimed — < Are you not as safe as 
though you were ?'— rassuring me be 
would send immediate nottce'to ihem 
of our marriage. 

" He was proceeding, but I could 
hear >no more, and exclaiming — ' Ohj 

» 

toi, u. g Heavens! 
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Heavens ! I am midoiie foreverV— 
sixnk intö a fit of msensibility. 

tf What happ^ned for some thne af- 
ter I cati ' give no account 5f . When 
I tffccövered, I found myself in an ele-^ 
gant room of an inn --a well-dressed 
p^rsön standing by me— -Mr. Bellamy 
at the same time hanging ; over me with 
an air of fondness and anxiety, who 
desired the attendant immediately to 
frithdraw on nay recovery^ : 






" Mr. Bellamy," cried I (bursting 
jb*o a flood of tearsX »" how coüld 
ppn ptactise so cruel an aiiifjce onvone 
who . has cven antertained -the highes* 
opinian *pf y our veracity .? — - You knofc 
notito Vhat a State of wretchedaaesa 
you have reduced me i? ■ * i % 

» •• " SuflGer'the strengest assurances 
pf an unfeigxied pässion," replied he, 
" toatone for the offence ; and, -be- 

lieve 
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iieve mfc, I have done every thing in 
my power to soften the uneasiness of 
your parents, who will have no cause, 
I am sure, to be wretched, when they 
find.we are irrevocably united." 

" I feit some alleviation, amidst my 
distress, in hearing that Mr. Bellamy 
liad written to my father, and con- 
sented at length to take söme little re- 
freshment. 

" He now sat down by me and said, 
i He hoped I would consent to make 
-foim the happiest of men ; that hie had, 
Jpreviouslyto oursetting out, provkted 
«very preparation to utiite us iä! indis- 
soluble bands ; and that, in the; coiirse 
öf half an hour," the partes would be 
•asaemkled to receiveü$. , • ■ M " > : 

« v: Yöu See, my ädored 1 iLöuisa," 

criedhe, " I have been sincere in my 

-jparofessühs,,' and hope yoai Vill J be 

' / g 2 equally 
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V 

requally so in your reply to this pro- 
posal. 

" I wish an ingenuous and explicit 
answer : for though what has passed 
might appear a little like a violation 
of the laws of hospitality, yet, I am 
.happy to think, nothing injurious, 
either to your peace or reputati$n, 
can ensue from ifr. " 

" I was now in a'case of inexpressi- 
ble perplexity. 

" Iloved Mr. Bellamy witb themost 
undissembled affection, and couljl 
-have been happy with him in any Sta- 
tion, provided it was with the sanc- 
tion of my parents' acquiescence ; but 
feit an awful eheck in eng^ging ia *o 
solemn a contract as he hinted at, in 
an abrupt and clandestine mannoF. > 

u On the other band, there.<ap~ 

peared 
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peared the strengest air of sincerity jn 
what he proposed. 

" I cannot say but love, even in 
my present circumstances, pleaded 
strongly in his behalf; besides which, ° J 
I was already so much in his power, 
as made it absolutely necessary for 
me to act in a manner the most ho« 
jiourably to my reputation. 

" In this dilemma, the recollection 
of which I shall bear to the latest mo- 
ments of my life, love did at length 
prevail. In the most impressive manner 
and with tears in my eyes, I intreated 
him not to impose upon me any addi- 
tional artifice; that I was about to 
eommit my most sacred interests to 
his protection, in complying with his 
request ; and that, after the sacrifice 
of my wishes I should make, in not 
acquainting my parents in so serious 
a concern — his conscience must ever 

g 3 upbraid 
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upbradd hini, if • he treated me with 
neglect. 

" Mr. Bellamy, after soothing mt 
tri th repeated vows of everlasting fide* 
lity, condueted ihe to the village- 
church, where we were united in the 
most solemn ties,- 






CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



• JL HE next day we set out for 
Wartrick, my husband intending to 
reside there some time ; at which 
, place also, he promisdd me» I shottld 
amuse myself with writing to my.pa* 
rents— a circumstaace he should nat 
object.to.at the ptesenty büt that he 
thought the hurry of ttaveöing would 
hinder me from saying so mach as I 
might choose to do at a more coave- 
nient opportunity. 

" To this pi-oposaL I consented i^itk 
the giertest cheerfulncs^ thougk, t 

g 4 must 
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must coüfess, it would have made me 
happier to have taken the earliest op- 
portunity of entering into something 
like a correspondence with my friends* 

" We arrived late in the evening at 
Warwick, the place he had fixed upon 
for our residente ; änd the next day 
hired a genteel apartment, into which 
he ushered me, saying — 6 I hope my 
dear Louisa will find every thing in 
this dweliing agreeably to her wishes/ 

" Wheix I had itv some degree 
setyled niyself in this spot, I wrote to 
my parents requesting their forgive- 
ness for the rash step I had taken ; at 
the sam£ time assuring'them, that my 
husband devoted himself entirely to 
the study of making me happy. 

" That I hoped they would reinstate 
Die and Mr. Bellamy in their good opi- 
ilion, as ati ratimation to this purpose 

would 
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woutd Tender me the hapjriest of my 
sex. : 

■ 

" I waited whole weeks under the 
pleasing expectation of heaüng from 
them, but, alas \ flattered myadf 
with a fruitless hope, and I could not 
prevent the disappointment from prey- 
ing secretly 011 my mhuL . 

■ * * 

" My husband conducted himself 
for a eonsiderable time with the great- 
est assiduity and tendefriess. He was 
incessantly in my Company, during» 
which he tried every means . to amuse 
asid entertain me.. 

" He studied my every wish, and- 
spared no painsto procure me the gra- 
tification of k. 

' * * 

u Sometime* he wouid* tafte abflute, 
aad» accompany me on the harpsi- 
ehord. ..•*.;. 

q 5 <* At 
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" At others, , wöuld aasist nie in 
• the attainment of some language; I, 
was unacquainted with. 

" /Now" he wöuld entertadn.me with 

(juently sit whole houirs in admiration 
at inj skill in painting ; and, <as a re^ 
lief to our mufcual employ ment, : would 
conduct me in some rural and enter- 
taining excursion. 



» t 



^ In fine, his indcfetog^ble jeiforts 
tQ pieafie p*roc|uced a heaveri in my J 
müid ; whkih, t <howeveiy was some- 
times clouded by a reflection an the 
possible uneasiness and disquietude o£ 
my parents. 

" In this delightful maniser did- 
time glide away, nor was I altogether 
without hopes^qf a, corapletionvctf my 
happiaess in the inutual smiles both of „ 
a husband and a parent \ 

" But, 
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*' But, aJas ! aa event was äbeut to* 
take place, which convinced me how 
delusive are our fondest hopes ! 

4 

" Mr. Beliamy grew pearah^jje- 
laxed in his assiduity towards ine, and^ 
insiead of expressions of tenderartss, 
confined himself to mei*e terms of 
common civility. 

' " He was not morose; but there 
was a distance in his conduct, which 
cut me to the hqprt. 

♦ w 

" Alarmed at such a woeful chänge, 
I examined my own heart, and, after 
the most faithful scrutiny, Tcouid not 
accuse myself of a Single instance to 
mduce him to abate ia his affection 
for me. 



" At length' I remonstrated witfe 
him on his conduct, and eavnestly in- 

g.„ 6 treated 



132 BELLGROTE CASTLE V OR, 

treated him to disclose to me the ol>- 
ject of his uneasiness. 

" To which he replied— l He was 
sorry to see me take up with idle no- 
tioas and whimsical ideas ; and that, 
as long as I conducted myself with 
propriety, I need never fear any 
change in his affectioiu' 

" The coldness of this reply had 
nearly overcome me. I retired as sooiv 
as I could from his prgsence, and. gave. 
vent to a flood of tears.. 

" Soon after this he told me — ' Ift 
was inconvenient for him, in many, 
respects, to continue in our present 
Situation ; said there was a neat cot- 
tage in Wales, considerably nearer ta 
his estates than our present Station ; 
and that he hoped I should- ha^e no 
aversion from accompanying him.' 

*' T told 
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tt 



I told him all places were alike to 
me with his Company, and that I 
would most cheerfully resort with hhn 
to any spot he was disposed to fix Qn. 

" In fact, I only wanted one cir- 
eumatance to make his commands the 
highest pleasure to me, and that wa& 
the possession of his heart.. 

" We removed into Wales, whicfo 
was a jouraey of considerable distance r 
and attended with such labour and fa- 
tigue, as put me to great inconveni- 
ency in mypresent thriving coqdition.. 

♦ * • , * 

. " I found.on my arrival a neatly 
fitted-up cot&age, such as exactly 
suited my taste. 

« *. 

" It was rural, romantic and je- 
tired ;; and here I tfrought to find a 
heaven in the - beautiesi of the.rpl&cej 
and, the return of my hushand's affec- 
tions. " Mr,, 
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'<# 



Mr. Bellamy, to my great jöy, 
appeared cheerful, and behaved to me 
with the tendcrriess he had formerly 
been unremitting in. 

•' ** I was one day amusing inyself 
with a reverie on the subject, and the 
approäching prospect of an increase 
to the family, when he made known to 
me a wish to pay a visitto some peo- 
ple in the north of England, from 
whom he had considerable ^expeeta^ 
tions. - ' 

• • 

" He-säicL, ' He was much eoncerned 
to leave me in my present condition ; 
but from the: repouts he had heaa-d, iti 
^as highly necessary to our interest 
that he should immediatefy undertäke 
,the journey.' 



~ r * ' 



j* 



t* I submitted* td thfe without *e- 
pining— yet ' thöught his absence, 
at «this • titae, ' a greater- tuiaT than 

■• it 
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it woald bare been.:ori xaty qther oc- 
casion. I wished^ mdetd, to' con- 
vince him, that my sole aim was to 
niake him happy. ,• 



). • ' • * • 



" The next Mornlng my 'huaband' 
depärted. 

"He left me every sufficient sup- 
poit, and; ÄYibtacing me 'tenderly % 
begged me to sübiriit' cheerfully'to an 
eveüt which would operäte 1 gTeatly to 
our advantage. 

" The time plssed heavily in my 
hiisbäfad-s absence. As I üiade feVac-' 
qudintaAces wi th the inhäbitants of the , 
place, I had only those amusements 
to resort to which it. was in my owa: 
po\wr to create. : % . / ,.>• miO ' 

" There were u ; a - few . select L bbbks* 
and a pkno-forte; u büt these w£re* ar- r 

$cle$ only occäsionafly üseÜ by'me, 

being 
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being, in general more deyoted to the 
exercise of the »eedle. 



■ r > 



" Mr. Bellamy wrote tö me two-or 
three times after his departure ; and at 
ltngth I had the pleasure to see htm, 
return, after an absence of two months. 

. " He was qudte in raptur^s at the 
sight of thelittle ehßrub I had brought 
him in the inferväl, on whom he la- 
yifhed an exc^ss öf apparent foudr^ 



ness. 



» • 



" Mr. BeUamy appeared in; higfc 
spirits,.jand for several weqkjs we en~ 
joyeda State of nnint^fri^gted happi- 
ness~ * 

* * » *• * f 

• . t . • 

" One day we were visited by ai 
person, who, Mr. Bellamy stiled an old 
friend and acquaintance. He infqrmed 
us 9 that he was come express to ao 
quaint iny husband of the death of a. 

, * near 
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near relation, who, it was believed, 
had left him a considerable property. . 

" Of all the countenances I ever be- 
held, that of this man seemed to ma 
the most disgusting. He was, more- 
over, rüde and coarse in his manner, 
and treated my liusband with a kind 
of bluntness and famüiarity which I 
thought not at all suitable to his man« 
ner and appearance. 

" As it was late in the day when the 
messenger orrived, Mr. BeUamy pro* 
posed to accoropaay him early in the 
morning. 



" During the interval, I gave my 
husband several indirect hints of the 
pleasure it would afford me to äccom- 
panyhim; butheevaded every over- 
ture, by ingeniously turning the dis- 
course into another chamieL 

" I then 
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" I then requested him to inform 
me of the place of his destination, 
vhich he very civily consented to, and 
the next morning set off on his jour- 
ney, promiaing me a letter as soon aa 
he arrived, and assuring me, in the 
XOMt earnest manner, that he should 
stay no longer thaa the nafcure of ths 
fcufibies» required. 

" I am now arrhring, my dear lady r 
at the severest part of my sufferings. 

- ■ '* ÄJte SWlainy took his< leave with 
a View of ttever more returning. 

" I had a presage on my mind, 
when vre pajrted, of never behölding 
hitii ägam. 

» 

" I knew not any particular reason 
to justify such an idea ; still there wa» 
a heaviness on my spirits foreboding 
some approaching misfortune. 

" Several 
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4 \ Seyeral weeks hav ing passed with- • 
out a letter frpm . hiap, I began to be 
seriously alarmed ; still I supported 
myself eveiy day with the hopes of 

bis ajrivaj. - . \ 



p * « i « 






At length, having suffered a se- 
ries of the i»ost tortming suspense, I 
ctetf rroined to aet off for the place he 
iöfoitaed lue he was upon a Visit to j 
but no sobner had fbrmtd this. reso- 
lution, than I was. crneliy ünortified in 
finding that I had not sufficient money 
to bear my expences. 

" Judgfe f ' my dean mias, j€ the hör* 
rers of my Situation at tb» inoment^- 
deptiv*dbf • th© : hopes df ^erex seemg 
my Husbqnd ag&in-^deseurted» in a* 
dreary, solitary siti*ation*<-~without a 
friend or acquaintance, tq «whotn I 
could impart my troubles— reduced to 
my last guinea,, and ine tunbeiffid. with 
a few dejtrt», ..whidv to f mcreas$ ipy 

misfor- 
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misfortunes» were now delivered, ac • 
cpmpanied with aperemptory demand 
for payment* 

" Thus situated, I found myself 
nearly become,a prey to despondency. 

" Nothing, indeedy would have- 
sa.ved me from utter deepair but the 
thoughts of my dear child-,-- whose 
preservation from want and destruc— 
tion now dcpended solely upon my 
exertionSi . , 

" In a moment of inexpressible sad- 
ness I took my little Henry in my 
arms, pondered on bis innocent coun- 
tenance, and havrag shed a shower of 
tears ovei him, feit myself inspired with 
sudden vigour to prosecute the jour- 
ney I had in view. 

" I had now to encounter a circum- 
Stands, which, howevfer netf* dnd pain- 

ful, 



[PitfiCl 



itf 



y v 
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Jid, did not chagTin me half so much 
•as the treatmmt 1 met with in the 
,event of it. 

• * 

" I haH, since my arriväl at the cot- 
tage, endeavoured to be as bountiful 
*to xny sufferijig neighbours as pru- 
dence would allow. . 



' i 



Xi I cheerfully assisted them in cases 
of emergency, and by so doing, häve 
contfibuted not a little to the elevation 
•of some, who, totally destitnte of evcn 
* common hospitality, turned a deaf 
.ear to niy request, and treated my sor- 
<*o»rs as the effects of imprudence and 

nHiifcctmiuct. 

t 

" Such sordid characters I have 
found, by woeful experience, are t*ot 
uncommon in the world.— Unfeelittg 
Jbeings in a human shape ; but dead to 
.all the tender Offices of huananity 1 



< 



a 



Not 
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' ' Not: bne of all those *dio had Ibr- 
merly; experiencecü riiy bounty woulä 
lend a pitying ear to my distress. In 
short, I met with nothing but evasion 
and ioj4i^er§^^ v . - , \ ?, * 

" Notaliütle hurt at the selfi^hness 
and perfidy of human nature; I detet- 
mined on making a sale of my goods ; 
and, eyen in* thi& in$tance ? I was riiade 
t^e victiai^of artifice,and av^ri^e. ; My 
goods ; \wex% almdst* given away ; \ and, 
in the result, . ämovmted < to . littte möre 
th#n ßufficteflt to pay my* ianrears and 
h<$lpme!o#.a lifctte in: ray^ooirney^ i*; 

• 

" I now feit my seif somewhat%htcJr 

in having discharged my incum- 

brafrcfcs, and, having just as &*nch mo- 

ney as J.coraputed \wuid carsy lae 

vtbüQugh ftny jduraey. r * » > • ; ■ 

: • '. 1:-«' \ :j;-. • .-'•: .■; : 

" The:^ic^ür«eftces I ha*! met \vith 

were an effectual antidote to all pride, 

' * and 



andl can trily säy, when I took tny 
passage i$<the waggön and found my« 
seif aml infant reclining upon strav% I 
feit no pther mortification than that, 
which a sense of Mr. Bellamy's un- 
kindness occasioned me. 

** It was a long and teplious jour* 
ney to Newport. ■ I häppened to have, 
however, very tfivil fellow-traveüers; 
who having, I believe, anotionthat I 
had seen better days, paid me the most 
respectful attention. 5 * ^ . ■• 

}|!8 1 Thö^gH^a^iAttfrey uid '«ivi&ty':öf 
one iö 'pä^tiü&frldfaäR eVerhave tea^ 
son to mention with gratitiriie. 

'• •> •;''*'. 'i ... . .V } * [ " 

* < Shä waä < ä' • 'pti-ton* about forty 
y ea*s* k>f * age, ; rattier of a serious cteiifti- 
teaance, i Wt'agreeably -cömlnüftieä- 
tive, after having 'giined sfthie fitste 
knowledge of her Company. 






» • .» 



" We 
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" We soon came into discourse with 
each other, and I found, by her in- 
stantaneous notice of my child, she 
was iof a humane and motherly dispo- 
sition. 

" My companion was remarkably 
neat in her person.; and, in the course 
of her conversation, convinced me she 
was an excellent manager in domeetac 
concerns. 

**' In short, there was something in 
her whole air and manner that con- 
vinced me she was a woman of pru- 
dence, good sense, and discretion. , , 

" Mrs. Tülements (the name of the \ 

person of whom, I .am now speakmg) J 

infrrmed me she had just been on a Vi- 
sit to her relations, which wa* her 
€ustom twice a year. 



.« 



She had a little boy of comely ap- 

pearance 



■K*_ 



1 
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pearance with her (the child of her 
adoption as she pleasantly informed 
me), on whom she bestowed much 
fondness and attention. 

" The waggon halted all night at 
Bakewell, the place of my compa- 
nion's residence, who, with much con- 
sideration and good-nature, insisted 
on my accompanying her home — 
where I could procure a night's rest 
without the inconveniency of a low 
and ordinary public-house. 

" Mrs. Clements lived in a neat and 
comfortable little dwelling, containing 
three rooms and a back kitchen. 

" The room we entered was devoted 
to the accommodation of a little 
school, which, with the assistance of 
her needle and a few articles/ of mer- 

4 

chandise, she contrived to support 

herseif in a neat and comfortable way. 

vor. ii. h " After 



\ 
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" After partaking of some refresh- 
ment and attending to the consolatoiy 
advice of my friend, who, in addition 
to a punctual regard to religious du- 
ties, was, in reality, a Christian at 
heart, I retired to a neat bed-room 
which she kindly allotted me. 

" Although much fatigued, I could 
not help noticing several inscriptions 
on the neatly white- washed wall, all of 
which seemed to be effusions of friend- 
ship and respect to ipy kind hostess. 

" These, compositions weic riotof 
the higher order of poetiy; the versi-^ 
fication was homely, bat exhibited 
proofs of an honest friendly heart 

"I was so taken with their simpli- 
city, that, notwithstanding my want 
of rest, I could not refuse my inclina- 
tion to transcribe some of them. 

% 

" Mrs. 
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"' Mrs. Clements, Coming up stairs 
at this moment, informed me they 
were written byher two brothers, who 
came upon a visit to her now-and- 
then ; and, to indulge me in my pro- 
pensity, brought an ink-stand and 
pens, when I immediately took off the 
following lines.: 



You that desire a friendship that/s sincere, 
Stop at this house — you'll sureiy find it here ; 
"No ostentatious objects will you see, 
But all the emblems of simplicity ; 
True hospitality erects its throne ; 
Envy and discord here are never known : 
Then come, my friend, let this be your abode, 
Whether with weary steps you've trod the road, r 
Or (with a quick and speedy pace you're blest) 
Come how you will, you come a welcome guest ; 
Serenity and peace you e'er will know, 
And all that constitutes your bliss below I" 



" I could transcribe no more ; my 
heart smote me when I contrasted the 
happiness of this family with the mi- 
sery of my own. , 

h 2 " I heaved 
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" I heaved a sigh of contrition, 
whieh, I hope, reached the Throne of 
Mercy ! 

« 

" Early in the morning, my kind 
friend prepared a comfortable dish of 
coffee, and afterwards attended me to 
the waggon, where she caressed my 
little infant, cordially shook my hand, 
wished me success, and advised me to 
commit my concerns to Providence. 

" She then departed, and left on 
my mind such an Impression of her 
good-nature, friendship, and huma- 
nity, as can admit of no pleasure 
equal to that of repaying her goodness 
whenever it shall lay in my power, 

" I arrived at Tidswell about twelve 
o'clock in the day; and, notwith- 
standing my weariness, mad^ immedi- 
ate enquiries after'my long-lost »hus- 
band, 

" I tra* 
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" I traversed the place the remain- 
ing part of the day, and at length 
föund myself so . exhausted, that I 
could move no further. 

" After all, to my unspeakable 
grief and disappointment, I could not 
gain the least intelligence of him. 

" Cruel a& it may seem, it appeared 
too true, that Mr. Bellamy, to avoid 
any importunities, had given me a 

false direction. 

» 

" Mortified to the extreme, and 
totally overcome with fatigue, I be- 
took myself to a miserable hovel, 
where I could extend my weary limbs 
for the night, $t an ejxjjence suitable 
to the exhausted . State of my pocket. 

u I slept soundly during the night, 
notwithstanding the wretched and mi- 
serable instances of poverty . that sur- 

H 3 rounded 
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rounded me ; and in tbe morning took 
xny passage in a waggon that was re- 
turning back to a place within a few 
miles of my father's residence, to 
whom I found myself now disposed to 
apply, as the last hope of ameliorating 
my unhappy condition. 

" Inthis second journey, 1 was not 
so fortunate in my Company ; many 
were the sneers and insults bestöwed 
upon me ; to all which I resigned my- 
self without repining ; but at the same 
time could not repress a heavy sigh for 
my hospitable friend at Bakewell. 

" Before I had got half the way to 
my father's, my money was exhausted, 
and I had no means of procuring sus- 
tenance for my child. 

" I did not long hesitate in parting 
with whatever I could spare in this 
emergency, and soon found myself in 

the 



1 
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the way of being dispossessed of all I 
had. 



" I was obliged from time to time 
to dispose of various articles of appa- 
rel, tili at length I was reduced to the 
wretched habiliments in which you 
first saw me. 

" I now supposed myself arrived at 
a State of mortification and humilia- 
tion that could not be surpassed ; still 
I feit some degree of satisfaction on 
Unding my infant, with what degree 
of assistance I was able to afFord him, 
appear healthy and cheerful. 

" When I quitted the waggon, I 
travelled over a few extensive fields 
that led to my father's house ; and, 
when approaching to my native spot, 
I thought I should have fainted with 
concern and apprehension. 

h 3 " Soon 
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" Soon as I arrived at the housc, 
no words can cxpress my dread and 
consternation on observing it shut up 
and without signs of any inhabitant. 

" I sat my seif down on a bank close 
by, and rum'inated on tlie awful cir- 
cümstance which my indiscretionhad, 
in all probability, produced. 

i 

" So strong were my ideas at the 
present moment, that , I burst into a 
flood of tears, pondered over my un- 
förtunate baby, and bebeld him as the 
only source of comfort left me in the 
world. 

" While I was sitting in a pensive. 
* and almost insensible State, there came 
by a gefntleman and lady whom I had 
formerly known. 

" They paused, and surveyed me 
with attention, while I endeavoured 

to 
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to conceal my face with the mantle 
tha$ covered me. 

" They soon drew nigh, and cast 
an eye of pity on my child. 

" Pretty creature,"criedthelady — 
" thy homely appearance but ill be- 
comes thy fyeauty ;" and, putting a 
half-crown piece in each hand, ex- 
claimed— " May the gift become the 
liarbinger of better fortune to thee, 
my pretty cherub !" 

" As they departed, I thought I 
heard them drop some hints, which I 
fancied as allusions to my present 
reverse of fortune- 

" I had not been long in this spot, 
when some labouring people happeri- 
ing to pass by, I enquired how long 
my father had left his habitation ? 

h5 " Above 
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" Above a twelvemonth," cried the 
man to whom I put the question. 

" Aye," exclaims another, " poor 
man ! things were strangely altered 
with him before he went away." 

" Upon what account/' cried I, 
ready to die with agitation. 

" Something very disagreeable inr 
his family happened™ I never knew 
the rights of it— -and then some great 
"n* man went to law with him, which, I 
believe, nearly broke his heart ; for he 
•went away very disconsolate, and we 
have been informed, is dying for want 
in a wretched hovel many miles front 
here." 

" Carl you teil me the name of the 
place ?" cried I, in a tone of vehemence 
and impatience. 

" I cau't 
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" I can't say for a certainty," an- 
swered the labourer ; " but I believe 
they call it Rippon, a great way from 
here, somewhere in Yorkshire." 

" I rose immediately, and, thanking 
my inforriier, with frantic steps direc- 
ted my way towards that place. 

" I soon got intelligence of the 
road, which I travelied on foot in an 
agony not to be conceived ; when a 
dreadful tempest overtaking me in my 
way,, I took refuge in the barn, to 
which you, my dearmiss, had resorted. 

" I have now related to you the ge- 
neral heads of my misfortunes ^ what 
follows will appear incredible. 

b 

" They are particulars known only 
to myself, and I should * forbear de- 
scribing them, did I not know that 
the goodness of your heart will com 

ii 6 miserate 
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miserate my sufFerings to the utmost, 
and consider them as some small atone- 
mfcnt for the indiscretion I haye beei* 
guilty of. 

" Often have I dipped the hard 
crust into the brook, when almost 
ready to perish, and swallowed it with 
a greediness as if ithad been the 
choicest luxury. 

" And, at times, to such an ex- 
treme of want have I been driven, as 
would have made me fly to participate 
of even such homely fare» 

" At the close ofday, when desti- 
tute of the means of procuring my 
child a pillow, I have resorted to the 
barn, where, by glimpse of moonlight, 
I have pondered over his innocent 
countenance, and praised God he was- 
insensible of his woe ! x 

\ 

"I will 
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" I will not, my dear miss, bur- 
th6n your sympathizing mind with 
a further recital of my woes ^ but, with 
your permission, will now conclude by 
observing, that my unhappy experi- 
ence has been alleviated in no small 
degree by your generous and compas- 
sionate attention towards me," 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



M, 



ONIMIA listened to this affect- 
mg narrative with the most profound 
attention, and often did the heavy sigfr 
and sympathizing tear indicate to 
Louisa the goodness of her heart» 

Soon as the latter had fmished her 
atory, Monimia took her by the hand, 
and told her she stiould be both proud 
and happy, not merely in her acquaint- 
ance, but to share her esteem as her 
friend. 

She then congratulated herseif upon. 

the 
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the acquisitioh of a companion, whose 
good sense and amiable conduct en~ 
deared her still more, since the disclo- 
sure of her misfortunes. 

The two friends now embraced each 
other cordially, and Monimia hardly 
knew how to express sufficiently the 
regard she experienced for the unfor- 
tunate Louisa.. 

When the dactor returned", his 
daughter, with the consent of the un- 
fortunate stranger, immediately mäde 
him acquainted with all the particu- 
lars of her friend's story, upon which 
he addressed hinjself to his visitor in 
the most agreeable and respectful 
manner, and told her he should con- 
sider her with an equal attention as 
his own child, and was sensibly af- 
fected with her misfortunes, which it 
would be his study to alleviate as much 
as lay in his power. 

He 
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He moreover intreated Louisa to- 
consider his house as her , home tili 
such time as she should be restored to 
the possession of those comforts she 
once enjoyed ; and, taking little 
Henry in his arms/ exclaimed — " This 
little innocent, madam, I. consider, 
from henceforth, as a foster conceni 
©f my own. He shall reeeive every 
affectionate attention that can contri- 
bute to your happiness ; and as to the 
parent who could desert so fair a 
flower as this, deserves * * * * 
— but, I beg pardon, I trespass on 
your feelings (seeing Louisa shed a 
tear), it is not my place to use re- 
proofnow. 

" Allowme further, my dear Mrs.. 
Bellamy, to say, that, in me and my 
daughter, you will ever find sincere 
friends, such as will have the most. 
minute regard for your happiness, and 
think themselves amply compensated 

in 
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in the possession of a reGiprocal friend- 

ship and esteem." 

i 

Poor Louisa was quite overcome by 
the doctor's kindness and generosity. 
She burst into tears, and implored 
him to spare her for her weakness, as- 
suring him at the same time, that a 
sense of his goodness was engraved in- 
delibly on her heart; and that the 
offer of his friendship was a pride and 
satisfaction to her mind which she 
could not well express, 

She theti turned to x MoAimia, to 
whom she repeated similar assurances. 

The party now sat down to dinner, 
and exhibited the strongest instances, 
of sociality and regard«, 

The next day Monmria fpund out a 
humane and careful person, whom she 
vecommended as a nurse to Utile 

Henry. 
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Henry. Her name was Mildmay, and 
she lived in a little cottage about a 
1 mile from the vicarage. 

It was just a pleasant walk from 
that place, through winding paths*, 
here-and-there shaded by a copse and 
shrubbery, which served at times as 
well against the rain as the scorching 
beams of the sun. 

The doctor and the ladies paid a 
visit to Mrs. Mildmay, for the purpose 
of having an opportunity of knowing 
something of the nurse before the 
child was committed to her care. 

After stopping at the cottage a con- 
siderable time, they returned, and 
Mrs. Bellamy, upon being questioned 
by the doctor as to the opinion she 
entertained of the nurse, said, that 
— " She thought Mrs. Mildmay a 
very good sort of woman, and exactly 

corres- 



L 



• 
% 
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corresponding with her choice of one 
to whom she should commit the care 
of her child." 

It was accordingly agrced upon, that 
little Henry should tfie next day be 
put under the care of the prudent and 
tender Mrs. Mildmay. 

This establishment occasioned the 
family at the vicarage many agreeable 
jaunts r in some of which the pleasure 
was enhanced by the engaging Com- 
pany of Orlando, who took a great 
fancy to the little boy, and seemed 
highly entertained in diverting him 
with various little fancies. 

The superintendance of the child 
engrossed the whole of the attention 
of the family at Ashgrove, 

Monimia Was highly delighted with 
the employment, and the doctor was 

daily 
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daily interested in the welfare of his 
charge. As to the affectionate mo- 
ther, na words can express the hap- 
piness she feit in beholding the assi- 
duous care and attention shewn her 
offspring by two such noble and wor^ 
thy characters, 

- It had a highly beneficial effect up<m 
her health, and assisted her greatly to 
shake off a considerable part of thät 
load of uneasiness, with which she had 
a long time been afflicted. 

The amiable Mrs. Bellamy was, 
however, still under the impression of 
sadness. 

She had raade indefatigable search 
after her family, but could xiot gain, 
the least tidings of them. 

She conckided, therefbre, that they 
had wandered to some lonely distant 

spot^ 
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t 

Spot, and perhaps ended their days in 
sorrow and obscurity. 

A Suggestion like this dwelt upon 
her heart, and occasioned her many 
a pensive hour ; nevertheless, in con- 
sideration of her child, and the soli- 
citude of her friends, Louisa exerted 
herseif to the utmost, to recover her 
-spirits and peace of mind. 

The doqtor and Monimia enter- 
tained increasing esteem for their ami- 
able friend, whose Company they im- 
portuned on every occasion. 

She, however, requested to be as 
Tetired as possible; and though the 
doctor's circle of acquaintance was 
small, in consequence of being select; 
she always excused herseif when vi- 
sitors were Coming to the vicarage ; 
as also when her kind friends were 
making a return of the Visits they lind 
Tcccivcd, Oa 
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On such occasions, Mrs. Bellamy 
took the opportunity of visiting her 
little boy, with whom she would spend 
the whole day in innocence and de- 
light. 

The doctor and Monimia were too 
good to insist on any ceremony, which 
might, in the smallest degree, distress 
her feelings, or disturb' her tranquil- 
Kty. 






CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



S 



OME months had now elapsed sincc 
our mention of the Castle at Bell- 
grove. 

The reader will remember that we 
left the good lady performing the last 
©eremonies of attention to her unfor- 
tunate patient. 

She contrived that he should be in- 
terred with every possible mark of re- 
spect; and, when the funeral was 
over, caressed the orphan Julia, whom, 
from that day, she considered as en- 
tirely her pwn. In 
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In adopting this charge, the ba- 
roncss cliscovered that she had made 
choice of one, whose amiable qualities, 
and goodness of heart, would render 
her a valuable and interesting com- 
panion. 

Julia was of the middle stature, ele- 
gäntly formed, and exhibited such a 
regulär proportion of features, as, up- 
on the first view, excited admiration. 

Her countenan'ce was rather inte- 
resting than ' beautif ul ; nevertheless, 
from the regularity of her features and 
a certain bewitching something in her 
looks, wherever she turned her attenr 
tion she was sure to captivate. 

To a charjning person sHe added all 

that was winning and agreeable in the 
mjnd. 

She was tender, affable, and affec- 

tionatc ; 
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tionate ; possessed an uncommon share 
of good sense, which she exercised 
rather for the acquisition of improve- 

« 

jnent, than as a display of so excelient 
a qualification. 

Julia was sincere in her professions, 
and knew not how to dissemble ; A 

Was grateful 'in the extreme, and 
where she had received a favour her 
heart overflowed with a desire to re- 
pay it. 

In fine, she possessed an excelient 
fhe^rt, ^n, accomplished understand- 
i,ng, and a disposition so amiable and 
engaging» as made her the idol of aU 
who knewiej?. - . sr 

The baroness feit a pride in having 
adopted so much goodness ; every 
*ky increased her partiality for her 
Charge, and she evejy hour saw in 

yol. ii. i Julia 
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Julia that which would ennolbic the 
most exalted Station. ; -. . 

With the baron Julia was shortly ä 
great favourite. ': -'* 

Her orphan state was sufficient to 

excjjte his esteem and eompassions but 

.-'s 

wfren he discovered she possessed such 
Vorth and excfelLence, she became eh- 
<leared to him in aii additional respect. 

He soon found hi^charge a very 
engaging companion. '^ 

Slie would often enterten 1 him with 
diffetent passages ■• otit t of the elegant 
eempositions hie was partial to, and 
ocdasibnally amuse him wifch ätfavtour- 
ite tune on the piano-forte. 

» • t> * 

. r • . • . v 

i 

".■- Sometifnes she would discourse with 
luni upon.hi$tory* arid the Belle» Let* 
tres, in which t&ie baron wxWfld greatly 

•admire 



1* 
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adimre her'judgment and taste, and 
aftintervals would sit down to amuse 
, him in his favourite game at back- 
gammon. 

V,. 

The baroness was rejoiced to see 
Julia become in such a degree the ob- 
Ject of the baron's par^iality v r > 



i." 



"t - 
\ She, indeed, posfsessed that good- 

hess of heart, «as to be proud in be- 

liolding merit meet its due reward. 

( 

> 

To this^enevolent lady Julia be- 
came an Requisition, which she long 
had franted. 

After a \try littte tuition, jshe're- 
Keved the baroness of severai little 
domestic offices, which that lady did 
not choose altogether to commit to 

the care of a servant. 

> 

The baroness had a high opiribn of 
v i 2 her 
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her taste in articles of dress and f uiy 
niture, and hardly ewr determined on 
the fancy of any thing without first 
Consulting her choice. 

To the confidence and esteem re- 
posed in her, Julia was by no means 
ungrateful, and her happiest employ- 
ment seemed to be that in which she 
gave most satisfaction to her benefac- 
tors. 

It was not mcrely a sense of dutyr 
that gave a spur to her actions in this 
respect, but the natural gopdness of 
her heart. . 

Hie baroness sometimes^ in her dis- 
courstf wlth Julia, introduced a sub- 
ject which she thought might induce 
her to unfold some of the circumstan- 
c*s of her past life. 

But this was a point on which the 

latter 
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latter appeared ratfaer diffident and re- 
served. 



She had, indeed, been desired by 
her father, inhis dying moments, not 
to divulge certain particulars, which 
he said would be best accounted for in 
the narration he had drawn up. 

Hie baroness entertained an opi« 
nion, that the paper committed to her 
care would be sufficient to disclose the 
circumstances of the family ; but, as 
she mtended Julia to be present at the 
inspection of it, she was apprehensive 
so early a detail of misfortunes as it 
probably contained, would only serve 
as a renewal of her anxiety and unea- 
siness. 



t%* 



This consideration and the pensive- 
ness which JuKa exhibxted at any en- 
quiry, induced her benevoknt patro-* 

i 3 . : . . ■. ne«} 
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ness to be, for the present, entirely 
silent on the subject. 

The baron and bis lady had in daily 
contemplation the futufö welfare of 
their adopted charge* 

They loofeed fcrward to an event her 
charms and agreeable qualifications 
SUthorired ttygm to expect, and, white 
tbey were not sparing in inetiljipg ipta 
Ijyer jmipd tbe tuest of coiu^sel, they 
both secr^tly detennined ehe sbowl(J 
not want m^nsi Wput her $ft a foot^ 
ing equal tQ any offer tbat püght b$ 
*>ade foer. 

• > . 

Julia was not only anidol athome, 
but a very great favQurite with the 
Company who visited at the Castle. 






They w^e aii solicitous to shew her 
the grettt&t' attention ; and, know- 
früher depeudetit Situation, it was 

her 
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her real merit they were charmed 
with. 

The baroness was often solicited, 
by many of her visitors, to permit her 
protegS to pass a month or two with 
them — a chrcumstance which she sub- 
nutted to her own choice, but Julia's 
beart was entirely with her bentfac- 
tore, and she knew not how to be ab- 
sent fron them a day. 

The personal attractions of this 
amkble girl had made no small havock 
among the gay youths who visited at 
the Castle. 

* 

Sq great, indeed, was her influence 
över them, that a competition wa* 
sure to arise who should have the 
greatest shäre of attention from her. 

9 



In the dance she was looked to as 
the most accomplished in the room, 

il and 
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and even scrious expressions have 
passed, who should have the happiness 
of being her partner. 

Äiany were the tcnder things said to 
Julia, and not a few were the declara.- 
tions of love ;• but it was a language 
to which she lent. a trifling ear, bring- 
untainted with ambition; and love 
was, indeed, a sentiment which hacb 
not, as yet, introduced its arbitiaiy 
sway into her mind. 



* • 



CHAP. . 
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CHAPTER X. 



•A.« J^. 



.BOUT thi& time the ba^JQn re- 
ceived a letter from Osmoud; who int 
formed him that he had settled the af* 
fairs. of the Horrordale estate; yet, 
notwkhstanding the lapse of tirae and 
the most minute investigation, could 
hear no further tidings of the ruffians 
who had assaulted his cousin Orlando, 
they häving -secured so cautäpus ;a re- 
treat as tx> baffle every enquiry. : \ vlj ^ 

The. letter. furthei: stated, • tliat >ab- 
though he had been at consickrablc 
expence to repair and, in some mea- 

• * i5 s«*:e,$ 
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sure, enliven the Castle ; yet, the Si- 
tuation was so dreary, that he should 
by no means choose to make it hisr 
continual place of abode. 

It concluded with an intimation that 
he intended shortly doing himself the 
honour of a Visit tö Bellgrove. 

N 

The baron and his lady were pleäsed 
with this imtance of ©smond's atten- 
tion to them ; next to the pleasure 
they'felt in his laie aggrandizement, 
they weise not a littlehappy m finding 
it had not erased that dutiful respect 
and esteem they had an undoubted 
right to claim from him. 

Thefamily at Bellgrove Castle were, 
therefoie, in däily expectation of a 
visit from Osmond, whose presence, 
they thought, would add to the felici- 
tics of the place. 

Orlando 



A 
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Orlando had feit himself rather. va- 
cant since the departure öf hli cousin, 
ffohi whom he had never yet been se- 
paräted for sucb a time. ' 

His ennui, however, was in no 
small degree alleviated by his visits to 
his adorable Monimia and the sensible 
conversation of Julia, whom he now 
jegarded with all the aflfection of a 
sister. 



The baron and his lady had- beea 
some time under an engagement to 
risit the vicarage on ä certäin day, 
which being arrived; they set off early 
in the moming, accompänied by 
Julia. 



t * 



Orlando coultf not attenct tiiem afr 
that time, ' having an appointment 
upon his hands'; but proinised to be 
with them.at.dinner, 

W ■ 4 I J 

e £ •' Julm 
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Julia had not, as yet, obtained an 
opportunity to be introduced to the 
doctor and Monimia, and the baroness 
having observed a great resemblance 
between the latter and her protegS, 
wished much to produce an interview 
between them. 

The day being fine induced them to* 
take a circuitous jaunt to the vicarage. 

The party in the carriage had ar- 
rived at ^ Situation where the beauties 
of jthe place invited them to leave. 
their seats,. and traverse the rest of the. 
way on foot..; 

Thfc they thought might be. atr 
tempted with safety, as Ashgrove vil- 
lag^ steeple >vas in . sight, and at . no 
such cojisiderable distance as .would 
occasioji.labour and fatigue.. 

Just, as they had passed through a 

dÄightfut 



* ■-• *# 
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delightful little . shrabbery* they saw* 
a young girl holding an infant in her« 
arms. 

The beauty of the child caught thei 
attention of the baroness and Julia ; 
the fonner took itin her arms, and the 
latter was impätient to caress it. 

" Whose child is this, my good 
girl?" cried the barone$s, as shegayer 
the little cherub to Julia. . 

" Please yonr grace," answered the- 
the nurse, " it is the parson's who 
preaches where yonder steepleis." 

" Oh ! it is," cried the baron (stif- 
Hjig a jsmüe). ; " lam glad to hear the 
doctor is likely to have a family about 
him soon/ ? 



t \ 



" Pshaw, my dear," cjäed» his lady, 
*" the girl has made a mistake ; I 

dare 
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dare say «he will explain herself pre~ 
sently." 

" Where do you live," said the ba- 
roness?" .'..*;. 

" At that cottage between the trees r 
about a quarter of amile off," answered 
the girl. 

" Here, child," said the baroness, 
" is something for your trouble ta 
shew us the way to* your mother V 



The girl courtesied and'raa to Julia, 
to take her lktle charge ; but she 
ehecked her> sayrng, " No, my dear r 
I cannot spare him yet ; I will take* 
eare öf him tili we get ta the cettage,'^ 

Julia was, indeed, quite in rapture* 
with the infant, which she often ca- 
rftssed with uncommon fondness, 



u 



Eto 
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" Do you think, my dear madam," 
cried she, with earnestness in her 
countenance, " that the doctor would 
suffer us to have this charming little 
boy with us for a week or two ?" 

The baroness smHed at her simpli- 
city, and, turning to the girl, asked 
her, M How long her mother had been 
intrusted with the child ?" — Who re~ 
plied, that " The parson and his lady 
had brought it about a month ago^ n 

The baroness was now urged by stiir 
greate* curiosity to pay a visit to the 
cottage ; she could learn no other 
story from the girl than what we have 
related, and the whole appeared such 
a my stery, that she feit greater impa- 
tisuce to h&ve it unravelled. 

• * As to the baron he had not^eeai di^ 
verted so a long time; forthoughhe 
was not inclinedio tike the girik story 

literally 
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Kterally as it stood; yet, there was 
something so abrupt and blunt in her 
manner of speaking, that maxie him 
every now-and-then ready to bufst out 
at the thougbt of it . 

When they arrived at the cottagc, 
the baroness entered into conversation 
with the nurse, who seemed to be not 
a little cöncerned at something that 
bad recently happened.. 

" We are come, my good vornan-, , 
feo make some enquiries respecting this 
sveet little fellov that'we liave met 
vith.in our vay. Your daughter in- 
fonns us Dr. Pritchards is the parent 
ofit'! 

" You-vill, Ihöpe, madam," cried 
the nurse, " pardon the ignorance of 
iriy poor;girl, who, seeiiig thedoctor 
comeona visit to little Henry, ha« 
supposfed him- toi be the father. " . 

" Does^ 
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u Does any body accompany the 
doctor in his visitsu?" 

" Yes, maclam j sometimes his 
daughter; but never without fittle 
Henry's mama ; a lady, I assure you r 
madam, of much goodness of heart 
and doatingly fond of her little boy." 

u Do you expfect her here this 
morning ?" cried the baroness. 

" Alas l" replied the nurse, " F 
dö not know when I shall see her 
again. There is great distress at the 
vicarage." 

" My young lady and her father 
came in anagony, yesterday, to-enquire 
if Henryk mama was at the 'cottäge, 
and upon my saying, I had not seen 
her the wholcof the day, they b<*th, 
departed very disconsolate. " • • •; 



<t 



The 
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The nmse now took the child and 
exclaimed — "Ah, my little dear, what- 
will you do without your mama ?" 

, The baroness and Julia feit soene 
emotion at little Henry's loss, and 
viewed him as a still more interesting 
objeet than beforc 

They now tose to proeeed to the 
vicarage, when Julia, with a disecra* 
solate countenance, requested she 
night carry the i^fajA a little way ; 
and the baronese, feel^ng a Kkwg for 
the cftild, ^ntyeated tfeje nuree to frp&re. 
him for a short timc 

: Thiß fhe Jfttter efcnsanteid ,to, te~ 

«M^Owg ^jmmlm to &wo»p*ny 

them-. • .. .-. 

* » 

* • 

When they haä proeeeded to a. cer* 
tain distance, Julia, ^ith ?eluctan<;e, 
parted with her engaging little com- 

'' panion; 
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fomon ; and in ä sfaort time the bajon 
and hb party arrived at the v-icarage. 

They found Monimia and the doo 
tor not a little disconcerted ai the 
event which had happened* 

Tbe barou walked up to.thejn, fcnd 
cxchurasd— " My dear friend«, vt 
Jiave jöflt n0w antkypated tbe curcum* 
«tance of your uBjeasimws, theieimg 
Bwd not aak you the cause of it " 

The doctor seemed surprised, and 
the haxon coatinued. 

" Happening to emue by a eottage 
in our walk, we espied the swteetest 
little fellow, I think, I eveE &aw ? and; 
in consequence of some enquiries, 
found thät täte mother resided at jf öur 
bouse, buthad suddenly disappeared': 
Pray, my good sir, have [ you discp» 
vered any thing of the lady httiherto } n 

The 
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The doctor replied m the negative, 
observing, " That it was an fe event a$ 
extraotdinary as unexpected*" 

Just as they had commenced this 
conversation, Orlando arrived. 

Soon as he entered the room he ffew 
to Monknia, whom he addressed with 
the wärmest wishes for her welfere; 
feut was alarmed wben he säw the al-» 
teration in her countenance, and ten* 
derly enquired the cause. 

" Alas F sir/ r cried Monhnkt,. ":t 
have lost my afFectionate frieud, and 
in a maiwer so sudden and secret, that 
I dread some fatal accident has hap- 
pened tQ her,!' 

Orlando looked serious. at the af- 
fair ; but endeavoured, as much as 
fcty in his power, to lighten her. ap* 
prehensions, 

This 
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This adventure threw a gloom over 
thq Company, and the loss of Louisa 
was the general topic pf the day. 

Our hero was more than usually m- 
terested in the person of the lovely 
Monimia. 

That pensiveness which dwelt upon 
•her countenance gave an infatuating 
loveliness to her looka. 

It afforded him also a striking in- 
stance of the goodness of her heart. 

Hewas pleased to see such- sincere 
friendship, and was proud of that 
mind, whercpity and soft compassion 
dwelt. 



He was indefatigable in his assidui- 
ties, and tried every means to soothe 
the dejection of Monfrnia; and, at 
times, thought himself successful in 
his endeavours. Though 
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Though the day was.dull, it in- 
creased the interest they feit in each 
other's Company* 

Orlando did not forbeäi* tu hint 
many tender things to Monimia ; and, 
by the favourable manner they were 
received, he entertained hopes his 
person was not indifferent to her. 

From this period we may consider 
their mutual attachment as ripening 
into a pure and lasting affection. 

« 

A congeniality of sentiment and 
soul taught them they were bom for 
each other ; and not an interview oc- 
cnrred, but what cementedr their af- 
fection. 

Monimia daily saw fresh chaims in 
Orfando ; and Orlando, at every meet- 
ing, discovered spmething to inerease 
his passion and esteem for Monimia. 

After 
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After tea, thc party at the vicarage 
set out upon a walk to the cottage. 

The little nursery had occupied a 
great part of thetF conversation, for 
whom they, one and all, entertained 
sentirnents of pity and commiseration. 

■ 

♦ 

The baron and the doctor, in the 
courae of the walk, Commenced aft 
interesting discourse upon historical 
matters— -Julia held the arm of the 
baroness- -whiie Orlando and Moni- 
rtia, from some unaccountable cir* 
cfctasrtance, kept at a distance behind. 

The conversation of the two latter 
became so interesting, . that they did 
pot perceive that the Company before 
had gained cpnsideraWy on thein. 

Monimia remarked it with surprise, 
but our herö rejoiced in a cipcum- 
stance which gave him an opportunity 

of 
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of making an avowal of his passioa 
for her. 

Taking her by the hand as she was 
j)reparing, in a quick pace, to ,joi& 
the Company— 

" Stay, I conjure you," cried he, 
41 and suffer me to divulge a passion 
which I have lotig entertained for 
you." : . 

Monimia appeared surprised and 
confused at this declaration, and, in 
a tremulous voice, excl&med — u Mr 

Bellgrove ! J" 

. » « 

" Pardon, my adorable Monimia, 
the effusions of a genuine love ; if I 
have enibarre&sed you, by an abrupt 
assertion of it, impute it to an excess 

of admiration of the perfections you 

possess. " 

Monimia 
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* 

Monimia appeared thoüghtful and 
reserved ; at length recovering from 
her reverie, exclaimed — 

. " Mr. Bellgrove, I am sure you do 
not intend to insult me ; but you must 
be sensible this is a language to which 
I am not accustomed, and which I 
ought not attend to, without matupe 
deliberation." 

" Be not offcnded, my angel," 
cried Orlando, " my intention is only 
to do justice : to your eharra»." 



i! . . : . - - •. .-. 



" I know not how to reply, Mr. 
Bellgrove, to so flattering a strain as 
you havß ; acfopted, unless it be that 
yqu ■ tävb top highly of what little 
merit y^wpwti^Uty m^y supposs eirf 

• ; : \ r t " \ • • < ;' "- 

" THafc.cäirnjever'be, angelic crea^ r 

ture !" cried Orlando, " and could I 

iVoxJii. k hope 



.j 
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foopc you _vill laok benignly on my 
professions, my happinesswefe mmt- 
terable !" 



,.;,", ,You capppt dqubtjOf.ttiy ESteem, 



« \ • 



t 



E$jt?tm ! Mqnimia; do not use 



ä: tenn so cöUL ! 



» ! 



1 f >> 



" Suffer me to hope my affection 
iwits somethmgöiore«" 

; ! :sj .!*•.•'• • •■•■. •• ' .• 

f 

Monimia ' dhid Orlaftdö tfcr intro- 
ducing a subject to which she knew 
vAt hpw;to reply. : j« :» ./(..;[ J * 

^..Jle^diogiftfea^a ^bttd>^tift* lb#%is 

Äte<fej»r«i*yiMg,vMit* v*ftu&alidJtt#; 

and that he could not refrtriti''ftt>fti 
asserting, that he admired, that he 
loxsd, jaiiddjliat'hö 'wiored heftd t'[ - 

I hlrnn hau iJ t ff-i:'i!h') r > mV.» ' !,o # i; 
oqöri .i . iMoiduiia 
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Mommia appeared , not a little ena- 
barrassed at so frank a declaration ; 
she blushed and hesitated for a reply ; 
which our hero considering as a fa- 
yourable moment for bis hnportuni- 
ties, continyed— > 

" S^y# oh ! say, you look beaignly 
oji jny protestations P 



" To assert, my dear sir,'' cried 
]\[quiniia, " that I view your expres- 
sipns with indifFerejice, would be to 
pvactice a dissimulation I despi$s. 



I- 



" I will be fufther candid enough 
to say, .that if I should ever entertain 
something more than esteem for any 
one, you will, undoubtedly, have the 
preference ; but pray, dear sir, do not 
wge a .cönversätion like this— -as I 
dare not, cannot, would not entertain 
atfy sentiment, but what is wholly au- 

k 3 thorised 
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thorised by my father's good opinion 
and consent." 

Orlando was charmed with her good 
sense, and was about to reply in a 
strain of admiration ; when, having 
passed through a Cluster of trees, and 
turning into a lane, they found. them- 
selves within a small distance of the 
Company. 

The baron began to be joculaf with 
Orlando, and, after rallying him upon 
dividing the pleasure of the (jömpany 
by engrossing Monimia entirely to 
himself, turned immediately . to his 
compamon, and criod— »" You must 
scold Monimia, doctor, forappearing 
averse. fröm the Company. . 

" Come, miss," continued the baron, 
" I don't know what I shall say to 
you, if you • make my sön behave so 
rüde again." 

Monimia's 



THE HORRID SPECTRX. 197 

Monimia's countenance became scar- 
let at this jocular reproof, and, turn- 
ing to Orlando, exclaimed--- " Imust 
leave it to your eloquence, sir, to re- 
instate me in the favour of the baron." 



k 3 CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



X HE party now arrived at the cot- 
tage, where they found little Henry 
returned from an airing, with a com- 
plexion blooming as the rose, and a 
"countenance denoting innocence and 
health. 

Julia flew to him for a kiss, and, as 
she caressed him, a tear feil down her . 
cheek on recollection of bis orphan 
State. 

" Nurse," Said the doctor, " we 
are come to render all the consolation 

} ; ta 
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to this little babe tliafc we can, and it 
is no smälL satisfactiori to us to h&ve 
eommitted him to the care of one who 
will shew him the utmost tenderness." 

The nurse courtesied and ejaculated 
— " Poor lady ! how happy she would 
be to embrace her little darling 
again." 



. . . . > • 



In the tfonrse of their stay at the 
cöttage, Monimia applied to her fa- 
ther to have little Henry home with 
them— a request which he most wil- 
lingly consented to, and intimated 
the circumstance to Mrs. Mildmay, 
who received the information with 
tears. 

« 

The doctor compassionated the fefel- 
ings of the nurse, and, to render the 
matter more agreeable, told her she 
might take up her resideüce for a 
while at the vicarage with her little 
Charge. This* 
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This was aasented to with joy by 
Mrs. Midmay ; agd the pärty, with 
their newly-added laaember, set out 
upon their retura. 

Julia and Mommiacontemlsd eVery 
now-and«theq whe $hould earry the 
üttle fellow, 

r 

There existed in the minds of these 
twq ^miable fpffi*le$ stu^ a cojjgotfia- 
lity of sou}, as wpß sooft kfndledJnto 
an undisserobled e$te#m for each other. 



/• i 



At the fbsfc. sight Manimk feit a 
qentain powsa: of > Ett rac tian towardß 
her friend, white. JjiIia,Ät the sade 
moment, experienced an instinctivc 
regard for the interesting person of 






f 3STo,n*>iidsf, tJ>Äö V ,thfttftfewhottW: 

■ 

oomwsalimi *h&uld, haAfe pyöducqd a 
stu^re, and %rdmti attachment fce* 
t**e*n them. " I $hafl 
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u I shall insist upon having little 
Henry with me at the Castle a short 
time," said Julia to her friend; " I 
really must not be denied his charm- 
ing Company." 

" Tben you must not keep hrm 
long," replied Monimia. 

" Oh, you need not fear being se- 
parated from him," said Julia ; " you 
shall do me the honour of your Com- 
pany at the same time." 

" You are too good, my dear 
Julia," replied the other, " indeed you 
are ; but I intend you shall favour me 
with a stay at the vicarage first, and. 
then we will debate about your propo- 
*al." 

In this manner did the lovely 
friends amuse themselves tili they är- 
tlved at the vicarage. 

After 
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After the,pai*y had spent avery 
social evening together, the baron and? 
his family retujrned to the Castle, where 
they found Osmond just arrived, who 
saluted his relations with cordial re- 
spect, and paid his court to Julia 
with a degree of auimation that de- 
noted his admiration of so interesting; 
a figure. 

Between Orlando and Osmoiid con-> 
tinued to subsist a mutualgood under- 
standing for some time— the latter, 
for certain purposes, wishing to be on 
the best of terms with the family. 

The truth was, he had fixaed an in~ 
sidious eye on thje lövely innaate of 
the Castle, . and was determined to 
spare no exertions to effect his pnr-% 
pose. 

Even in affairs of love his policy 
was tantamount to hi&passion, and ha 

thought 
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thought it better to be deliberate and 
sure, than to wholly ruin bis cause 
by rashness and precipitation. 

/ White he was daily amusing him- 
seif with bis suggestions on this point, 
the indulgent baron was» not at all 
aware of the viper he was cherishing 
uxxder his own roof ; he had, jLndeed,, 
at times entertained some ideqs of de- 
eeit in him— but Osmond's incom- 
parable address, and the happiness his 
uncle feit at bis important elevation, % 
had entirely banished eyery recoUec-* 
tion of the kind. 

* » » 

The baron was, therefore, not at alt 
tmeasy a,t the attention Osmond paid 
to Julia; but» on the other hand* 
wished it might eventually ripen into 
love. , N 

Every tji'mg had been on a happy 
footing for some tirae at the Castle ; 

severai 



204 BELLGROVE CASTLK; OK, 

several Visits had been received fföm 
the vicarage, whichwefe retürned with 
an equal share of fiiendship. 

Monimia and Jftlia beeätfie, at every 
interview, more attached J ttt each 
other; in shott, nothing cotild ex* 
ceed the harmony that now existed 
between the family of thö'baran and 
that of the doctor. * 

w * 

That grotring attachment between 
örlaiido and Monimia was now arrrved 
to a degree of maturijy — a ciTcum- 
stance, which the respektive pärents 
beheld with delight, and even hints 
had passed betweeiv them respecting 
the day whteh shoukl render the lo- 

* 

vers supiemöly happy in each other. 

In the mean time, Osmond häd 
practised various artifices to win the 
äffections of Julia. 



He 
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He had röuzed up all his powers of 
insinuation-— had tried the force of 
the most specious flattery— accommo- 
dated his sentiments to her taste in 
cvery thing— affected to prefer her 
Company at all thnes> and to be rest- 
less when it was not in his power to 
conüne his conversation solely to 
«er« ... 

To all which iiripürttmities Julia ftp- 
peared neither indifferent, nor cap- 
tivated in the degree whkh he had 
flattered himself with the hopes of. 

> « » 

. The truth was, her affectkm for the 
haron and baroness was such, that she 
coulddo no othetwise than esteein, in 
no ordinary degree, those who clahnect 
an affinity with them. i 

Orlando'* virtues and amiable qua- 
lities she ' admired in the highest de- 
gree, qqid.k>ved : him with all thö at- 
tachment 



» « \. 
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tachment of a sister ; and Osmond's 
affinity to the family she considered 
as a claim to an equal share of her 
esteem. 

On the whole, she considered his 
assiduities as arising from a wish, in 
some measure, to imitate the example 
of tenderness and attention shewnby 
the baron and baroness to a helpless 
aad unprotected orpharu ' , : ' :' 

Osmond «oon -discovered her insen- 
sibility to his passion ; it chagrined 
him at first ; but he was not one rea- 
dily incliöed t o.despair : he knew that 
there were several avenues to the 
heart, and was determined to toy 
all. before.he. tötally gave üp the 
point. .! 



» »ii- <f 



As he was öne day Walking round 

thebeautiful grounds about the Castle, 

h$ suddenly sspied Julia süting, in aa 

v J • i alcove, 
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alcove, and looking veiy attentivcly 
at a book she held in her harid. 



He immediately stole round unob* 
served, and, making his appearance 
suddenly, exclaimed — 

• « 

" What is the delightful subject,. 
Julia* which thus engrosses all your 
attention l" 

Julia loöked up with surprise, and 
exclaimed— " Is it you, sir !" * 

" I vow I must see the subject of 
your meditations," cried he, playfultyy 
taking tfeo bo6k out of he* hand. " 

" It is a mournful one," cried 



• . ♦ * ♦ i I 

t 

' r t * 






Osmoftd cast his eye on the page, 
xnd read — 



t 

i • • . i 



" A mur- 
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■* m 



" A murderous wretch !- 

" Twas I— these felon hands !— with treacheroufc 

love 
H I clasp'd her in this curat embrace— I bore her 
u In these detested arms, and gave that beeuty, 
" That tender form, to a remorselesa. death !«— 
" Plunge me, ye furies, in your lakes of fire— 
" Here fix— -fix all your vultures in my heart ;«— 
" And lo ! — they rush upon me. See ! — see 

there !— 
" With räcks and wheels they come ;«■— they tea* 

me ! ;» 

On a sudden he appeared agitated, 
turned pale, and stammered out — 
" How can you choose a subject so 
dismal, miss?" 

• 

" I am fond of the pathetic, sir— 
but you seem-iH." — 

" fr mere nothing, I assure yöu, 
Julia— a slight giddiness seized me 
white reading— but I am now reco- 
vered." 

Osmond 



THE HORRID SPECTRE. 209 

Osmohd then excused himself, and, 
abruptly taking his leave, with hur- 
ried steps quitted the garden. 
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